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ROME: Italy’s Catholic 
Episcopal Conference 
(CEI) and top officials 

of the nation’s government have 
reached an agreement that will 
allow for the resumption of li-
turgical celebrations with the 
physical presence of the faith-
ful beginning May 18. Cardi-
nal Gualtiero Bassetti, the CEI 
president, joined Prime Minis-
ter Giuseppe Conte and Interior 
Minister Luciana Lamorgese on 
May 7 in signing the protocol 
that will allow Catholics to re-
turn to Mass.

Church and State had been embroiled in 
tense discussions after the government’s 
technical-scientific committee refused to 
approve the CEI’s initial recommendation 
to allow for public Masses beginning on 
May 4.

That’s when Italy moved to “Phase 2” in 
reopening the country from a severe lock-
down that had lasted nearly nine weeks in 
an effort to stop the spread of COVID-19.

The bishops strongly protested the com-
mittee’s refusal to accept their recommen-
dation.

But that was before Pope Francis urged 
Catholics to exercise “prudence” and 
show “obedience” to the government’s 
measures, while also encouraging discus-
sions at the highest level.

In Italy, Masses 
with the faithful to 
resume on May 18

But in your hearts honour Christ the Lord 
as holy, always being prepared to make 
a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it 
with gentleness and respect, having a good 
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, 
those who revile your good behaviour in 
Christ may be put to shame.

1 Pet. 3:15-16

VATICAN: Pope Francis’ morning Mass on 
Monday, 18 May, will be the last in a series 
that has daily accompanied millions of people 
around the world for more than two months.

The last Mass will be a special one, because 
May 18 also marks the 100th anniversary of 
Karol Wojtyla’s birth. Pope Francis will cel-
ebrate Mass at the altar over the tomb of his 
predecessor.

Pope St John Paul II was born in 1920, elect-
ed Bishop of Rome in 1978, died in 2005, and 
canonized in 2014.

The live video, radio and streaming transmis-
sion of the celebration of morning Mass in the 
Casa Santa Marta during this period of quaran-
tine was an unexpected and beautiful gift.

Many people – even those far away from the 
Church – felt accompanied and supported by 
the Pope, who quietly knocked on the doors of 
their homes at the beginning of each day.

Many discovered the importance and com-
fort of the daily encounter with the Gospel. 
Many had never before followed the weekday 
liturgy on TV, one proposed without commen-

tary and with a few minutes of silent adoration 
before the Blessed Sacrament. — By Andrea 
Tornielli, Vatican News

Mandatory face masks, disinfection of 
churches after each Mass
“This protocol is the result of a profound syn-
ergy between the government, the technical-
scientific committee and the CEI, where each 
did its part in a responsible manner,” said Car-
dinal Bassetti.

He repeated the Church’s commitment to 
play a leading role in overcoming the corona-
virus crisis.

In concrete terms, this means Italian Catho-
lics will be able to physically attend liturgical 
celebrations beginning on Monday, May 18.

But they must comply with very strict hy-

giene regulations. Churches must empty their 
holy water fonts and make hand sanitising gel 
available at the entrance.

Worshippers will be obliged to wear face 
masks and volunteers will help ensure that they 
observe the one-metre (a little more than three 
feet) social distancing requirement.

Communion: disposable gloves for the priest
The church building, sacred vessels and all li-
turgical objects must be disinfected after each 
celebration. Access to them will continue to 
be prohibited to anyone who has been in con-
tact with a person who has tested positive for 

COVID-19 in the preceding days or who has a 
temperature of more than 37.5 degrees.

As for the liturgical celebration itself, the 
sign of peace will continue to be omitted. The 
collection at the time of the offertory will also 
be eliminated, but worshippers will be able to 
leave a donation in containers placed at the exit.

The use of an organist will be permitted, but 
there is to be no choir or congregational sing-
ing. Also, the number of concelebrants is to be 
kept to a minimum.

Finally, the presider at the Mass must wear a 
face mask.

He must cleanse his hands with sanitising gel 
and put on disposable gloves before distribut-
ing Communion to the faithful, careful to re-
spect a safe distance and not to touch the com-
municants’ hands while giving them the host.

Mask and disposable gloves will also be re-
quired for anointing the sick and baptising peo-
ple. Meanwhile, all confirmations have been 
postponed.

Since the new provisions will come into 
force on a Monday, parishes will begin with 
weekday Masses, which usually attract fewer 
faithful. It is hoped that this will allow them to 
settle comfortably into the new routine before 
Sunday, May 24, which is the Feast of the As-
cension in Italy and in some other countries..

“The work we have done together has pro-
duced an excellent result,” said Interior Minis-
ter Lamorgese.

She said she hoped to sign a similar protocol 
with the other religious denominations.

Lamborges held a video-conference on 
May 5 with their main representatives. — By                  
Nicolas Senèze, LCI (https://international.
la-croix.com/

A priest wearing a protective mask and gloves blesses a member of his congregation after hearing 
confession at a Rome church while practicing social distancing March 26, 2020, during the 
coronavirus pandemic. (CNS photo/Remo Casilli, Reuters)

Ascension of the Lord 
is on Thursday, May 21.

Please go to                      
Arch/Diocesan websites 

for the Mass Times.

Pope to celebrate Mass for JPII centenary on May 18, 
cease live-broadcast of daily Mass



Some time ago, there were two long-estab-
lished car tyre shops near my place operat-
ing right next to each other.

Perhaps it was the tough competition but one 
fine day, one of the two tyre shops closed down. 
The next thing I knew, a pawn shop had sprouted 
in its place.

That left the remaining tyre-shop owner won-
dering if he was in the right line of business. 
“You know, that pawn shop has so many custom-
ers and the owner makes tens of thousands of 
ringgit each month,” he told me.

So it wasn’t surprising, when with the easing 
of the movement control on May 4, long lines of 
people queued up to get into pawn shops. Some 
wanted to redeem pawned items and extend the 
term of old loans. Others wanted to make interest 
payments or pawn more items.

This is a sure indication that many people are 
struggling at the bottom of the social ladder. And 
that’s not even counting migrants and refugees, 
who have no legal right to work.

In the midst of all this, we see ruling MPs be-
ing appointed to cushy jobs at the top of govern-
ment-linked companies, presumably to seal their 
loyalties to the new government that grabbed 
power earlier this year.

Sometimes you have to wonder about the pri-
orities of certain politicians and MPs, many of 
whom have a predilection for mega-projects that 
earn big bucks for certain corporate interests.

The post-COVID-19 world – and it will take 
some time for us to be truly free of the coronavi-
rus – should be a different world. But many with 
vested interests are hankering for a resumption of 
“business as usual”.

All the money in the world cannot save us if 

we do not take care of the natural environment 
and stop encroaching on the natural habitat of 
creatures of the forests and hills and caves.

When we chop down the forests and the hills, 
we not only deprive these creatures of a home, 
we also deprive the planet of carbon sinks and 
worsen climate change.

The pandemic has taught us important lessons, 
and it should catalyse a Great Realisation. This 
is the title of a magical YouTube video by Prob-
ably Tom Foolery. The short story, set years into 
the future, sees a father reading a bed-time story 
about the past to his children.

In the form of a poem, the story imagines the 
beautiful things that could be possible if only we 
learn the right lessons from the pandemic.

You see the people came up with companies
to trade across all lands
but they swelled and got bigger
than we ever could have planned…

We’d drive around all day in circles
We’d forgotten how to run
We swapped the grass for tarmac
and shrunk the parks till there were none
And then in 2020, the pandemic struck and 

lockdowns were declared. Although many suf-
fered, some people started dancing, others took 
up singing and baking. Families got together, and 

simple acts of kindness were cherished.
But something else was also happening. Na-

ture got the chance to breathe again, said the 
story-teller. The break from human activity reju-
venated rivers and seas.

And when people finally re-emerged from 
their homes, said the father reading the story, 
they preferred the new world out there to the one 
of grey polluted skies, congested roads and dirty 
rivers that they had left behind.

“But why did it take a virus to bring the people 
back together?” (asks the son).

“Well sometimes, my boy, you have to get sick 
before you start feeling better.”

Search YouTube for the full video The Great 
Realisation.

And so the pandemic has given us a vision of 
what could be possible in the world if we focus 
on solidarity, kindness, charity, family and com-
munity over selfishness and greed.

People’s basic needs are not complicated. 
Wholesome food, clean air, clean rivers and 
seas… A connection with Nature through ample 
green spaces, rivers and seas, lush forests and 
hills. A decent living wage, enough rest. Love, 
family, community solidarity. A decent public 
health system. Safe neighbourhoods. Conges-
tion-free transport networks.

But what has messed up our world is the greed 

that has concentrated wealth in the hands of 
fewer and fewer billionaires, while extracting a 
tremendous toll on the environment.

The market has run out of control and now 
dominates society while the people have become 
its minions. This runaway model of extractive 
greed has devastated ecosystems, leading to loss 
of biodiversity, toxic emissions, rising sea levels 
and climate change.

This Market has now to be put back to its prop-
er place, ie “re-embedded” in society, to serve the 
interests of the people and the natural world.

If we can put people and the planet before 
profits and greed, then we have a chance of 
moving to a better world. As we step out of our 
homes, we should ponder over the choices before 
us – will we go back to business as usual or will 
we move to a more sustainable world that values 
human solidarity?

The vision of Pentecost is spelt out clearly in 
Romans 8:

20 It was not for its own purposes that crea-
tion had frustration imposed on it, but for the 
purposes of him who imposed it-

21 with the intention that the whole creation 
itself might be freed from its slavery to corrup-
tion and brought into the same glorious freedom 
as the children of God.

22 We are well aware that the whole crea-
tion, until this time, has been groaning in labour 
pains.

23 And not only that: we too, who have the 
first-fruits of the Spirit, even we are groaning 
inside ourselves, waiting with eagerness for our 
bodies to be set free.

Let us make this new creation a reality in our 
world. That would be a Great Awakening!

The Great Realisation, 
The Great Awakening

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

A number of years ago I received the great 
blessing of being asked to join one of our 

Jesu Caritas Groups. Jesu Caritas is a priest 
support group usually made up of five to seven 
members and meeting once a month for prayer, 
reflection on the month and mutual support. We 
all need people to pray with and support us in our 
faith, particularly people who face similar chal-
lenges. I remember that one of the priests once 
shared how sometimes our spiritual lives are bro-
ken, but most of the time our spiritual lives are 
just messy. Quite often, we go about things in the 
wrong way. Quite often we approach God on our 
terms instead of his. Quite often, we zigzag in our 
approach to our final union with Him. God sees 
you also as you are, trying your best but, some-
times, a bit messy in your spirituality.

I want to tell you about an old Broadway musi-
cal and movie. It was called The Music Man. The 
story takes place in rural America, a certain River 
City to be precise, in the last decades of the nine-
teenth century. The musical begins with a group 
of salesmen on a train lamenting the success of 
a scam artist, a so-called Professor Harold Hill. 
Hill is a salesman who comes into a town and 
convinces the people that they have a problem 
and then he uses the perceived problem to sell his 
goods. So Hill goes to River City, and tells the 
people that they have a big problem, right there 
in River City. Their children are on the verge of 
moral corruption. A pool hall has been construct-
ed. Pool halls were notorious in those days as 
places of corruption where bad language became 
the norm. Their children in River City were learn-
ing bad things.  However, he, Professor Harold 
Hill, just happened to have a great solution to the 
problem. The children needed something to do. 
And he had just the thing. He suggested that a 
healthy release for the kids would be to form a 
band. In addition, it just so happened that he could 

supply the uniforms, music and instruments. He 
even offered to teach music to the children. He 
would make that offer, but usually after he was 
paid for the music, uniforms and instruments; he 
took off, headed out of town. However, Harold 
Hill came upon an unforeseen situation in River 
City. He fell in love, in love with the town librar-
ian, a certain Marian. That is right, Marian the 
librarian. So he found himself saddled with hav-
ing to teach music to the children, even though 
he really didn’t know anything about music. In 
the final scene of the musical, the children gave 
their first performance for their parents. They 
were horrible.  It was a complete cacophony. But 
the parents thought they were wonderful. To their 
parents they were a fantastic marching band play-
ing Seventy-six Trombones in the Big Parade. 

God is like those parents. God hears the ca-
cophony of our lives, but also sees the determined 
effort. The results may be messy, but the Loving 
Father joins the parents, saying, “Wasn’t that just 
wonderful.”

So, your marriage and family did not turn out 
as you wished. So your career took a detour, or 
two, or seven. So you did not get into the college 
you wanted. So we have made bad choices in the 
past that have left their impact on our lives now.  
We all have situations that might lead us to think 
we are broken, but we are not broken.  We are 
just messy. We may not be as grand as the ideal, 
but when we play the spiritual instruments of our 
lives, do you know what God hears? God hears 
Seventy-six trombones, not a cacophony.

Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts.
Always be ready to give an explanation 
to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
your hope.

Those words come from the First Letter of 
Peter, our second reading. Peter was a buffoon 
who tried to walk out on water to Jesus but nearly 

drowned because he lost faith. Peter was a brag-
gart who denied the Lord three times.  But Pe-
ter wanted to better.  He wanted to serve Jesus. 
Eventually, through God’s grace, he conquered 
his fears;  he controlled his emotions;  he became 
the first Vicar of Christ. 

We have a reason for hope. That reason is Jesus 
Christ.  He loves us more than we can possibly 
imagine, each of us. He is not concerned with 
whether we produce the perfect result. He is over-
joyed simply in that we are trying to be the best 
people we can be.

We are at the end of this very strange school 
year. Normally this would be the graduating 
season, but big commencement ceremonies will 
probably not take place. Still, the young people 
preparing to move on to high school, or to college 
or to start their careers are full of enthusiasm. The 
basic attitude of most of our children, teens and 
young adults is a mixture or happiness, excite-
ment, and unlimited potential. It is all infectious. 
We see them and know that the world will pro-
gress as long as the young keep their enthusiasm 
for life.  They give us hope. We cannot look at our 
young, from little children on up, and give up on 
life. Life is beautiful. Just look at these beautiful 
people about to take life by its horns. They know 
that their dreams will come at the price of hard 
work, and they are ready for it.

But their enthusiasm for life will drain and our 
bright lights will become dark unless the young, 
and unless we all, keep our focus on the reason 
for our hope, Jesus Christ.

How can we do this? With all the distractions in 
life, how do we keep our Christian focus?  We do 
this by dedicating ourselves to truth. That is what 
the Gospel reading tells us.

Usually when we think about truth, we con-
sider it as simply not telling a lie. Well, that is not 
sufficient. Truth is more than the opposite of say-
ing something that is false. Truth is a way of life. 
Living the truth is not just avoiding telling lies, 
living the truth is avoiding living a lie.  Living the 
truth gives us the ability to live an authentic life. 
Here is what I mean by all this.  When we fo-
cus in on ourselves, we are living a lie. When we 
make self-gratification the goal of our lives, we 
are living a lie, the lie that we can make ourselves 
happy. When we focus on sacrificial love, we are 
living a genuine, true life. When we commit our-
selves to the sacrificial love of the Lord, we are 
living the profound Truth that happiness comes 
from Him alone.

Today’s readings speak about joy. There is the 
joy that the new Christians in Samaria had after 
Philip baptised them. There is the joy that St Peter 
tells us is the reason for our hope. There is the joy 
that Jesus says comes from the Love of the Father. 

We Christians are truly eternal optimists.  We 
may be dying of cancer, we may be in difficult 
family situations, strained relationships, financial-
ly hurting, what have you, but no matter what the 
situation, we know that if we are true to Christ, 
He will always be the source of our joy.

Our lives may be messy at times, but as long 
as we are trying our best, God does not hear a ca-
cophony. He hears Seventy-six trombones in the 
Big Parade.  — By Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino

6th Sunday of Easter
Readings: Acts of the Apostle 8:5-8. 14-17;

1 Peter 3:15-18;
Gospel: John 14:15-21

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Sixth Easter: God Hears Seventy-six Trombones
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Pastoral Communique

Pastoral Letter on World Day of Prayer for Humanity

To all clergy, religious and laity of the Archdio-
cese,

Kindly be informed of the following:
1. For pastoral reasons, Ascension Day this year 
is to be celebrated on the weekend of May 23-24 
to allow more participation in the live streamed  
Mass.

2. Our Holy Father Pope Francis invites all na-
tions in the world, irrespective of race or creed, 
to unite in prayer, fasting and almsgiving on May 
14, 2020, to seek God’s power and mercy for a 
way out of the COVID-19 pandemic. In union 
with the Holy Father and to respond to his call, 
I invite all Catholics in this Archdiocese to say 
the rosary together as a family, fasting and giving 
alms to your needy neighbours on that day.

May God have mercy and bless us.

Archbishop John Wong

“We are invited to unite in prayer, 
fasting and works of charity with 
humanity across the world on 14 
May 2020”

Rev. Fathers, Religious Brothers and 
Sisters, Seminarians, ISKB Community, 
Chairpersons and members of TPK, 
MPP, MPM, KWK, KBK, KKD, Cate-
chists Committee, and beloved brothers 
and sisters in Christ.

Pope Francis has invited all human-
ity, regardless of race and religion, to 
pray, fast and perform works of charity 
together on May 14, 2020 to allow the 
power and mercy of God to help us to 
overcome the COVID-19 pandemic.

In the spirit of unity and fidelity to 
Pope Francis, let us, the members of the 
Catholic Church of Keningau Diocese, 
heed his call and participate in this glob-
al Prayer, Fasting and Works of Charity 
so that humanity can be immediately 
released from the COVID-19 pandemic.

a. We pray not just for the sake of 

asking but to express our faith in God 
and to acknowledge that we come 
from Him and will go back to Him. 
By praying, we express our gratitude 
that God continuously wants to par-
ticipate in, protect and save humanity. 
Praying is communicating with God.

b. We fast to express our faith that 
our life’s source is God. By fasting, 
we want to form an attitude that is 

not bound and enslaved to material 
things, that is selfless and ready to 
sacrifice for others.

c. We do works of charity to ex-
press solidarity with humanity and 
God’s Creation, especially to those 
who need our help and attention.

Brothers and sisters, through our 
Praying, Fasting and Works of Char-
ity, may we experience life in Unity, 
Fidelity and Harmony with God our 
Creator, with each other and with 
God’s Creation and be released from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. As individu-
als, with our family or with our KKD, 
let us heed this call by Pope Francis.

In conjunction with the Month of the 
Rosary in May, let us call upon Mother 
Mary to intercede for us.

Bishop Cornelius Piong
Bishop of Keningau Diocese

May 10, 2020

Archdiocese of 
Kota Kinabalu

Diocese of Keningau

May 13, 2020

This 
column 

will 
feature 

the latest 
topics 

which are 
trending.
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The world economy and COVID-19: a multidimensional crisis
Is the current economic crisis only the result of the 
health crisis the world is experiencing at present?
The global economy has survived many crises, like 
those of 1873, 1929 and 2008. Although such crises 
are inevitable, several underlying factors amplify their 
impact, in particular their social consequences, to the 
extent that they accentuate the disparities between de-
veloped and less developed countries. 

Since the advent of a new form of unfettered capital-
ism after the fall of the Soviet bloc in 1989-1991, the 
world economy has moved at the pace of markets and 
capital. The market economy very quickly sealed inter-
dependencies between industrial-monetary poles and 
the multinationals in accordance with the principle of 
hedonism, the goal of which is to increase the wealth of 
a small part of holders of capital. 

On the one hand, the precautionary measures im-
posed by states (which put economic activities on hold) 
have had irreversible effects on national production, 
showing their high dependency on outside sources 
(medical equipment, food products, etc.); on the other 
hand, this has led to an unprecedented collapse in sup-
ply and demand due to the breakdown of the produc-
tion chain. 

Consequently, several companies are in a state of in-
solvency, and a good number of employees are faced 
with unemployment (more than 20 million in the Unit-
ed States, 11 million in France). 

It is clear that, notwithstanding the global economic 
recession caused by border closures and the slowdown 
in trade between states (between 3 and 7.5 per cent of 
GDP), this health crisis is only accentuating the flaws 
of the existing economic system.

What is the difference between the current financial 
crisis and previous ones? Is it only the result of the 
health crisis the world is experiencing today? How 
do you explain what is currently going on in global 
financial markets?
The previous financial crises were systemic crises 
linked mainly to the monetary system, starting with 
that of 1929 when thousands of security holders and 
speculators lost their assets, thus causing a great eco-
nomic depression followed by brutal deflation and a 
general collapse in production. 

The 1987 stock market crisis and the 2008 subprime 
crisis had limited effects on the global economy. These 
crises marked a certain instability in financial capital-
ism favoured by globalisation and excessive trade lib-
eralisation. In other words, since the 1860 Free Trade 
Treaty between the United Kingdom and France, trade 
and financial flows have multiplied between industri-

alised European countries before spreading to all the 
other emerging states after 1929. 

The increase in capital has turned the banks into the 
centre of today’s capitalist system. When speculative 
bubbles burst, it causes a collapse in the prices of fi-
nancial assets; this has the effect of destabilising banks, 
weakening production channels and reducing produc-
tive investments. 

Whilst previous crises were limited to the financial 
system, the current health crisis is characterised by 
the many dimensions it generates in all sectors of the 
economy. 

Beyond COVID-19’s social impact (mass unemploy-
ment, indebtedness, decline in household purchasing 
power, etc.), the effects on financial markets (stocks, 
bonds and commodities) appeared in the first days of 
this crisis since they are very speculative and volatile. 

Stock markets lost 30 per cent, particularly the Paris 
stock exchange, that of Shanghai and those in the Gulf 
states. In addition, the volatility of financial markets is 
very sensitive to statements from various leaders and 
organisations. To date, market losses have been limited 
thanks to the control of interest rates, which are rela-
tively low. This makes it possible to increase liquidity 
on banks’ balance sheets and prevent their bankruptcy.

What impact will COVID-19 have on the global econ-
omy and the economies of Asian countries, including 
Saudi Arabia, China and Russia?
The shutdown of most economic activities has had ir-
reparable consequences for the world economy. For 
example, air traffic has suffered significant losses, es-
timated at US3 billion, which in turn has had a signifi-
cant impact on the tourism sector. 

The World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) esti-
mates that 50 million jobs in the sector are at risk, in-
cluding some 30 million in Asia. 

With respect to the latter, the losses are, like else-
where, considerable because, in addition to the distor-
tions incurred by stock exchanges, the industrial and 
technology sectors experienced a major setback be-
cause of their interdependence with China, the biggest 

supplier of electronic components in Asia. Japan for 
example imported more than US$45 billion worth of 
Chinese electrical and electronic components in 2019. 
For its part, China saw its GDP shrink (6.8 per cent 
since the start of the pandemic), and experienced a sig-
nificant drop in its investments and exports around the 
world (-18 per cent in the first quarter of 2020 in terms 
of exports, creating a trade deficit of more than US 7.1 
billion). 

In Russia, a recession of 5 to 10 per cent is in the 
forecast. All its regions depend in part on federal aid, 
whilst the current crisis has caused serious budgetary 
imbalances, forcing them to ask for federal assistance. 
In addition, the sharp fall in oil prices has inevitably 
had repercussions on the Russian economy, which de-
rives a substantial part of its revenues from oil exports. 

As for Saudi Arabia, the health crisis reduced its rev-
enues considerably as a large chunk comes from the 
pilgrimages to Makkah (Umrah and Hajj), estimated at 
US 12 billion a year. The fall in oil prices also had a 
negative impact because the economy is dependent on 
hydrocarbons. 

As one of the largest wheat exporters in the world, 
Russia has decided to stop exporting grain for now. 
How do you view this decision? Will it have a direct 
negative impact on the world economy?
Certainly, Russia’s position as the world’s leading ex-
porter of cereals is causing some fears about food secu-
rity. In early April it decided to limit exports to 7 million 
tonnes until 30 June, with the exception of the Eurasian 
Economic Union. It is true that Russia’s strategy in this 
area is aimed at meeting domestic demands and avoid-
ing an increase in prices. Russia knows that the price 
of wheat is higher than that of oil, as was the case in 
2010 when Russia restricted its exports due to drought, 
but in the medium term, limits to Russian exports will 
not have a direct impact on the world economy because 
some countries in the European Union, Canada , India 
and China could supply the market between now and 
July, when Russia will resume exporting its wheat. — 
By Kamel Abderrahmani, AsiaNews

China will gain more leeway with its “soft power”, but the United 
States will not lose its place as a world power. Oil prices have 
jeopardised Russia’s and Saudi Arabia’s projects. The Islamic 
State group will boost its influence only in countries like Syria 
and Iraq. Prof Ouhab-Alathamneh Nassima (PhD) teaches 
economics at the Paris-Nanterre University, specialising in 
geopolitics and energy geo-economics.
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KUALA LUMPUR: Inspired by Fr Vin-
cent Thomas’s homily on Good Shepherd 
Sunday, Luisa Poh from BEC St Nick 
(Damansara Heights) under the Church of 
the Assumption, hosted a virtual gathering 
through Zoom.  

The Coordinator of St Thomas BEC, 
Auselia Lee, helped her make it a reality.  

“I invited Sr Elizabeth Tan, FMM to give 

a talk on Assunta Pastoral Care. In order 
to make sure that we kept to the timing, I 
worked out an agenda for the gathering, 
shared Luisa.

Members from BEC St Thomas of Sect 
4B, Petaling Jaya were also invited.

After the opening prayer by Sr Enda 
Ryan, FMM, everyone joined in the hymn, 
As I kneel before you. 

Sr Tan then gave an introduction on As-
sunta Pastoral Care, which started in 1988. 
It commits itself to providing emotional, 
psychological and spiritual care to patients, 
their relatives and hospital staff at times of 
crisis, especially during illness. It is a holis-
tic approach to healing and it complements 
the medical and nursing care through com-
passionate and empathetic listening. 

Assunta Hospital is the only hospital in 

Malaysia that conducts pastoral care train-
ing under the supervision of a certified su-
pervisor. It now has about 35 pastoral care 
volunteers who visit the patients regularly 
on a daily basis.

She then gave examples of what Pastoral 
Care volunteers do.

Sr Tan is the Pastoral Care Supervisor of 
Assunta Hospital and also Chairperson of 
ASSISS (Assunta Integrated Social Servic-
es) which is under the auspices of Assunta 
Hospital.  

Sr Tan graduated with a Master of Arts 
in Theological Studies from the Loyola 
School of Theology in Quezon City, Phil-
ippines.  Her thesis was entitled Reading 
Matthew's Temptation of Jesus (Mt 4:1-11) 
In the Light of His Community's Experience 
with Roman Society and Roman Imperial-
ism.  

After her sharing, there followed a short 
Q&A.

Then time was given to the two coordi-
nators, Auselia and Matilda, to give some 
updates.

Assumption Parish Priest, Fr Gregory 
Chan, led the closing prayer followed by 
the hymn Mary is Our Queen.

CHERAS: BEC St Andrew, under the ju-
risdiction of the Church of St Francis of 
Assisi (SFA), hosted its first Virtual BEC 
gathering on May 7 via Zoom, a video con-
ferencing platform.

The COVID-19 pandemic has not only 
resulted in the suspension of all Catholic 
Masses in Peninsular Malaysia since 14th 
of March 2020, but has also led to the sus-
pension of all BEC gatherings. During this 
period of social distancing, many BEC 
St Andrew members stayed in touch via 
WhatsApp.

Our BEC coordinator was not content 
with this passive form of connection. He 
answered the calling of the Holy Spirit and 
initiated an online BEC gathering. Being 
a “good shepherd”, he was eager to gather 
his flock to come together as one family of 
Christ and pray. On May 7, seven families, 
comprising  nine adults and six children, 
met up in the virtual platform. One BEC 
member joined us from her hospital bed. 

Despite meeting virtually onscreen, 

we could feel the warmth, positive vibes 
and community spirit flowing through the 
word of encouragement from everyone. 
The effect of social distancing is taking a 
toll on the mental and physical health of 
some families. Our faith was renewed and 

strengthened as we offered moral support 
to each other over the virtual platform.

Social distancing should not lead to so-
cial isolation. With the help of technology, 
we can still continue to reach out and con-
nect to our BEC community and remain 

united in prayer. 
“In these days of trial, as humanity trem-

bles at the threat of the [coronavirus] pan-
demic, I would propose that all Christians 
lift their voices together to heaven.” - Pope 
Francis. — By Anne Ng

St Nick’s first virtual 
BEC gathering

Singing to mothers on Mothers’ Day

Social distancing should not lead to social isolation
The members of BEC St Nick and BEC St Thomas at their first virtual BEC gathering.

Sr Elizabeth Tan, FMM

The BEC members having their first virtual monthly gathering.

KUALA LUMPUR: The world that we live 
in today has changed. Social distancing has 
replaced social functions. The COVID-19 
pandemic has shut down the world we are 
so accustomed to. Everything has come to 
a grinding halt. 

Surprisingly, amidst this chaotic scenario, 
we failed to notice that there is no shutting 
down for mothers. Nothing in their routine 
has come to a grinding halt. They continue 
to chug along at a strong, steady pace for 
their families. Beds being made, food be-
ing prepared, home being cleaned, clothes 
being washed, prayers being said, wishes 
being fulfilled, hugs, kisses and so on and 
so forth. The mothers’ list is endless, all 
embraced with unfettered love, no signs 
of slowing down, carrying on to ensure the 
children and family are safe and protected. 

Hence, in recognition of the selfless sac-

rifices of a mother, the Hearts Melodious 
children’s choir of the Sacred Heart Church, 
through the guidance of the parish priest 
and  the children’s choir facilitators, got to-
gether to dedicate a tribute to all mothers. 

Movement control order and social distanc-
ing hurdles did little to dampen the spirit 
and zealousness of these children who im-
mediately answered the call to do their part 
by coming together online and rendering a 

sing along. They put their minds, hearts and 
souls into dedicating two meaningful songs, 
You Raise Me Up and Ibu, to all mothers 
out there.

Mothers, you raise us up to more than we 
can be and you are the queen of our hearts, 
captures pretty much what you mean to us. 
Thank you and we love you. 

Meanwhile in Kuching, The Blessed Sac-
rament Church Morning Mass Choir once 
again came together to record a special 
song dedicated to all mothers, including our 
Mother Mary.

Some mothers were seen on social media 
commenting on how they missed receiving 
Holy Communion and the annual apprecia-
tion gifts given out at the Sunday Mother’s 
Day Mass.

Happy Mothers’ Day. God bless, stay 
home, stay safe.

Children’s choir of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
KL dedicate You Raise Me Up and Ibu to 
mothers.

Members of the Blessed Sacrament Choir 
Kuching record a song dedicated to all mothers.



Sandakan Diocese helping the poor
SANDAKAN: Since the Move-
ment Control Order (MCO) was 
implemented by the Government 
of Malaysia from March 18, 2020, 
many have been affected by this 
situation, especially migrants (In-
donesia and the Philippines) and 
locals who are poor or have lost 
their job. 

Responding to this situation, the 
Human Development Commis-
sion of the Diocese of Sandakan 
held a brief meeting on what ac-
tions could be implemented by the 
Parish Human Development Com-
mittee.

At St Mary’ Cathedral, mem-
bers of the Parish Human Devel-
opment Committee (KPIP) first 
discussed  with Parish Priest, Fr 
David Garaman, what help was 
needed for the most affected fami-
lies — those who are poor or have 
lost their jobs.

Following that, a joint effort be-
tween the KPIP and the Sandakan 
Rotary Club (NGO) was formed 
to carry out the relief mission. The 
Sandakan Rotary Club agreed to 
contribute to the relief fund while 
the Sandakan KPIP formed a coor-

dinating team. Information about 
the relief mission was transmitted 
through the Indonesian Catholic 
General Family (KBKI) and the 
BECs.

While maintaining social dis-
tance, the distribution of food to 
the migrants and locals was car-
ried out around the Sandakan dis-
trict, targeting those who have yet 
to receive any aid from the gov-
ernment or NGOs.

The food aid given was in the 
form of rice, eggs, wheat flour, 
sugar, cooking oil and coffee pow-
der. The first aid mission on April 
24 managed to reach and assist 45 
families, two in Batu 2 1/2 and the 
city, three in Batu Sapi and Jalan 
Cecily, eleven at Mile 7, seven at 
Mile , 11 at Mile 10, six at Mile 11, 
four in Mile 12 and one in Mile 19. 

The Coordinating Team found 
that there were families who have 
not yet received any assistance 
from any groups, so the second 
phase of aid is to be planned and 
implemented as soon as possible. 
Single moms or single parents, 
who still need help, are also listed 
for future assistance.

The Catholic Church of the St 
Mary’s Cathedral, Sandakan and 
the Pastoral Office of the Diocese 
of Sandakan, are deeply grateful 
for the donations received from 
the Sandakan Rotary Club and 
those involved in making this re-
lief mission possible.

Elizabeth De Guzman, Chair-
person of the Filipino Pastoral 
Committee distributed basic food 
aid and basic hygiene supplies to 
migrants from the Philippines and 
Indonesia who were detained in 
the Sandakan Temporary Deten-
tion Centre on April 17 – 21. 

Elizabeth’s husband donated ba-
sic food items to the Filipino mi-
grant community around Sanda-
kan during the Easter season.

The Parish Human Develop-
ment Committee (KPIP) of Holy 
Trinity Church, Tawau reported 
that some parties have contributed 
relief aid to those who were af-
fected by the MCO. 

Ambar Park, an NGO, is giving 
aid through the Tawau KPIP. They 

distributed aid to 2,000 single 
mothers on April 15. 

Tawau KPIP is also involved in 
coordinating relief aid received 
from a Member of Parliment, 
P190 Tawau, through Tawau Inter-
church (TIC) on April 23.

On April 28, KPIP Tawau con-
ducted a relief aid programme to 
assist 70 families from the Indone-
sian migrant community at Kongsi 
8, Tawau. The programme was 
organised and managed by Roland 
Henry, Deputy Chairman of KPIP 
and Nadu, Chairman of the Indo-
nesian Pastoral Committee (KPI) 
Kongsi 8.

The relief aid was presented 
by Fr Stanley Matakim, Assistant 
Rector of Holy Trinity Parish, Ta-
wau with Clarence Chin, Chair-
man of KPIP Tawau and accompa-
nied by a member of RELA, En. 
Mohd Salim.

This donation came from a car-
ing and generous person, Madam 
Christina from Jakarta, Indonesia. 
Tawau KPIP assisted in purchas-

ing/ preparing goods according to 
the amount of money that Madam 
Christina sent.

For the Church of St Domi-
nic, Lahad Datu, Parish Priest Fr 
Simon Kontou gave his full sup-
port to the mission of helping 
those in need. This relief mission 
was carried out through the BECs. 
The generosity of the people of St 
Dominic Parish made this mission 
possible.

The Sandakan Diocese Hu-
man Development Commission 
is grateful to receive a report from 
the KPIP Lahad Datu, stating 
that they received relief aid from 
NGOs and Government Agencies 
as well as the Catholic Church.

The MCO has greatly affect-
ed many people. For those who 
want to donate, kindly contact 
the Sandakan Diocesan Pastoral 
Office at e-mail: dospo1@gmail.
com. Your contribution is very 
much appreciated, and God bless 
you for your kindness and gener-
osity. — DOSPO

BEC from St Dominc Parish distribute food aid to the village.

“We have been having 
classes since the start 

of the Movement Control Order 
(MCO),” said Hedrick Joseph 
Rodrigues, the coordinator. The 
catechists used different methods 
according to each one’s capabili-
ties — social media Apps just as 
in schools, while some are giving 
assignments.

“For sacrament classes, class 
catechists will keep in close touch 
with the parents and children re-
garding their progress in faith and 
preparing them for the sacrament 
of Communion and Confirmation.

“As the MCO was also during 
Lent, I also introduced charitable  

activities for the catechists to help 
the needy families who live near 
them.

“As many of the younger chil-
dren do not own handphones, the 
catechists communicate with their 
parents to give the children home-
work and printable activities and 
to submit through emails or What-
sApp once completed.

“We have also helped the Orang 
Asli home in Trengkera Melaka 
which has about 200 children with 
ages ranging from seven to 17, 
with bags of rice, dry food and 
some clothing donated by parents 
which are all nicely packed in box-
es gift wrapped. 

“During the MCO we have also 
helped the frontliners by sending 
packed cooked food to them at 
roadblocks and also hospitals fi-
nanced by individuals working as 
a team.

“Hendrik wants to ensure that the 
catechetical ministry is a working 
ministry not just in faith but also for 
the community.”

Prior to starting classes, Vincent 
Quek, the coordinator, sent a 

letter to all parents and catechists.
In the letter, he explained that 

the catechism paradigm has shift-
ed. Parents have become an essen-
tial part of the catechism equation 
to make online catechism work. 

Catechists can no longer feel 
the heartbeats and breath of their 
students — they can only see them 
over an electrical box. Catechists 
have to relearn using digital meth-
odology in discharging their work. 

Parents must ensure their chil-
dren watch, listen to and work 
on the assignments given by the 
catechists to make the e-learning 
work. This is also what parish 

priest Fr Anthony Ng reiterated: 
‘Parents are the chief catechists of 
their children’. 

Lessons began on April 18. Al-
most all primary school catechists 
are using Zoom with their students.  
Assignments are forwarded and 
discussed during zoom classes.

For those from Primary Six to  
Secondary, lessons are followed 
by assignments. All must submit 
their assignments. Parents will be 
notified if they do not submit.

Students’ attendance is good, as 
shown by them handing in their 
assignments.

They use material available 
on YouTube and quizzes from           
Google.

Food distribution by the catechists.
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Church of St Francis Xavier, Melaka Church of St Joseph, Plentong

Packed dried food for distribution. A catechist conducting a lesson through Zoom. 

Filipino Pastoral Committee sorting out the food aid and hygiene supplies.



Laudato Si’ Week honours 
the fifth anniversary of 
Pope Francis’ encyclical 

on care for our common home. 
The theme of the week is “every-
thing is connected.”

Laudato Si’ tells us that “eve-
rything is connected” and tragi-
cally, this health catastrophe has 
much in common with the eco-
logical catastrophe.

Both are global emergencies 
that will affect many people, both 
directly and indirectly.

Both are experienced most 
deeply by the poor and vulner-
able, and both expose the deep 
injustices in our societies.

Both will be solved only 
through a united effort that calls 

on the best of the values we share.
As we prepare for Laudato Si’ 

Week and the journey beyond, 
let’s reflect together on how the 
encyclical’s lessons guide us 
through the current crisis. 

This week launches a year-
long journey of transformation, 
as we grow through the crisis of 
the current moment by praying, 
reflecting, and preparing together 
for a better world to come.

Stand united with our brothers 
and sisters in faith as we grow 
through the crisis of this moment 
to build a better tomorrow.
l Reflect and prepare 
through online trainings, 
May 16-23,
l Join the worldwide day 
of prayer, May 24,
l Put preparation into ac-
tion during the Season of 
Creation, this September - 
October.

Everything is connected

Loving God,
Creator of heaven and earth                

and all that is in them,
You created us in your image 

and made us stewards of all your 
creation, of our common home.

You blessed us with the sun, 
water and bountiful land so that            

all might be nourished.
Open our minds and touch               

our hearts, so that we may attend 
to your gift of creation.
Help us to be conscious                     

that our common home belongs 
not only to us, but to all future 
generations, and that it is our 
responsibility to preserve it.

May we help each person        
secure the food and resources                    

that they need.
Be present to those in need                    

in these trying times, especially 
the poorest and those most at risk 

of being left behind.
Transform our fear, anxiety and 

feelings of isolation into hope so 
that we may experience a true 

conversion of the heart.
Help us to show creative 
solidarity in addressing 
the consequences of this                         

global pandemic.
Make us courageous to embrace 
the changes that are needed in 
search of the common good,
Now more than ever may we 

feel that we are all interconnected, 
in our efforts to lift up the cry of 
the earth and the cry of the poor.

We make our prayer through 
Christ our Lord.

Amen

Faith approach

Contact with creation: How 
can we deepen our bond with 
creation? Through nature 
walks, hikes, camps etc.
Pray with creation: Practis-
ing meditation in the midst of 
nature and discovering God’s 
presence in creation.

Pray for creation: Praying 
for the suffering earth, for the 
poor, for all creatures and for 
those eco-ambassadors who 
are fighting important battles 
on our behalf.
Eco Retreats: Participating in 
Eco Retreats.

awareness

Awareness sessions: participat-
ing in various awareness sessions 
to know more about the climate 
crisis and its impact on the world.
Laudato Si’ encyclical: Reflect-
ing along with the family/group 
on the various chapters of the en-
cyclical.
Creation in scripture and tradi-
tion: Meditating on the passages 
from the Bible that speak of crea-
tion as well as the teachings of 
the Church.
Justice dimension: Trying to 
understand the link between the 
cry of the earth and the cry of the 
poor.

concrete actions
Energy efficiency: Using solar panels 
for water heating and for lighting, use 
LED lights etc, and use energy efficient 
appliances.
Water conservation: Water harvesting, 
reducing wastage. Try to keep open soil 
or grass on some areas of the land, keep-
ing it free from tar and concrete.
Compost: Use of drums or pits to turn 
organic garbage into compost
Promote eco-friendly celebrations: 
Eliminate all single use items at parish 
events and community functions. Keep 
a stock of steel or glass cutlery for com-
mon use. Eliminate food boxes and 
serve snacks in trays. This can be further 
extended to all celebrations at home or 
in the community.
Avoid creating waste: Wherever possi-
ble, cut down on hymn sheets, and post-
ers, especially single use flex posters.
Kitchen garden: If space permits, grow 
fruits and vegetables
Recycling of tetra packs: Have a collec-
tion point where people can place their 
used tetra packs. These can be given 
over to NGOs for recycling.

LiFestyLe
Our efforts gain greater credibility 
if we show eco-sensitivity in our 
personal lifestyle. We are familiar 
with the mantra Reduce – Reuse 
- Recycle.

However, it is not always easy to 
reuse or recycle certain items. Re-
ducing our consumption of goods 
is the best eco-practice to adopt. 
We could reflect before buying 
something new or even accepting 
gifts. When possible, it’s good to 
use public transport or walk. We 
could consciously seek to reduce 
our ecological footprint and walk 
more lightly on the earth. It does 
require personal sacrifice, but it is 
worth the effort.

Concrete suggestions for eco-friendly living
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Say this prayer 
at noon on May 24

Celebrating Laudato Si’ Week  May 16 - 24, 2020

Along with the many events, a 
handful of online workshops 

and training sessions from the 
Laudato Si’ Week team will bring 
special focus to the week-long 
journey of transformation.

The week begins with a two-day 
Laudato Si’ Retreat.

Through the rest of the week, 
four additional training sessions 
will cover eco-spirituality, sustain-
ability, advocacy, and social action. 
All sessions will be interactive and 
collaborative to unite Catholic peo-
ple and institutions as we reflect 
and prepare for action together.

You must register to join these 
Laudato Si’ Week conversations 
and trainings.

Register for both days of the retreat 
here:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJ0od-2rqzIiGtNQKA9grx5FY-
cLjxNhcfQk_

Register for one or all of the later 
training sessions here:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_oJFmciB8TSKBOLNWz_c-fg

Laudato Si’ Week Workshops
Answering Pope Francis’ urgent call in Laudato Si’,

Concrete Suggestions: I also pledge that
I will avoid wasting food and water.
I will use public transport more often
I will consume responsibly by only buying what I need
I will properly dispose of the waste I generate
I will inspire others to join me in protecting our planet

I pledge to 
live more 
simply.

I pledge to 
advocate to 
protect our 

common home.

Laudato Si’ Pledge

I pledge 
to pray for 
and with 
creation.

Common prayer 
for the fifth 

anniversary of 
Laudato Si’
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NEW YORK: In a pre-recorded video message 
distributed earlier this week, Dr Anthony Fau-
ci, MD, the director of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases at the National 
Institutes of Health and a leading figure in the 
struggle to contain the coronavirus pandemic, 
addressed the graduating classes of 2020 at 
Jesuit secondary schools around the country.

Dr Fauci testified via video before the Senate 
Committee on Health, Education, Labour and 
Pensionson Tuesday. He is observing a “modi-
fied quarantine” after coming into contact with 
a White House staffer who tested positive for 
the coronavirus.

“Currently our lives have been upended by a 
truly historic global pandemic. I am profoundly 
aware that graduating during this time —and 
virtually, without your friends, classmates and 
teachers close by — is extremely difficult,” Dr 
Fauci said. “However, please hang in there. We 
need you to be smart, strong and resilient. With 
discipline and empathy, we will all get through 
this together.”

The video originated with a request from 
Daniel Lahart, SJ, president of Regis High 
School in New York, Dr Fauci’s alma mater, 
that Dr Fauci record a short address to the 
school’s graduating class. “Like most schools, 
we won’t be gathering in June for our usual 
graduation exercises,” said Fr Lahart. “As staff, 
we have talked a great deal about how to mark 
our graduation day as special. Another Zoom 
just doesn’t do it.”

After another Jesuit, Jeff Johnson, SJ, presi-
dent of Strake Jesuit College Preparatory in 

Houston (where Fr Lahart was previously 
president), mentioned that he had a similar 
idea, Fr Lahart contacted Dr Fauci’s office and 
asked if he could do a second video that was 
not specific to Regis, and that could be shared 
with other Jesuit high schools. “It was an auda-
cious ask of someone who is incredibly busy, 
and concerned with worldwide health,” Fr 
Lahart commented. “But he speaks so easily 
about what his Jesuit education means to him, 
so I presumed it wouldn’t take him long to film 
either one.”

“Every Jesuit graduate can take pride in 
knowing that they are part of an educational 

system that is nearly five centuries old, and has 
impacted the lives or so many people around 
the world,” Fr Lahart continued. “Today, we 
also can all take pride that the man who is 
probably the most trusted person in the United 
States is a graduate of a Jesuit high school and a 
Jesuit college. He takes great pride in his Jesuit 
education, and as he proudly professes, it has 
formed his life and his career.”

Dr Fauci was born in the Bensonhurst sec-
tion of Brooklyn in 1940 and graduated from 
Regis High School in 1958. Applicants to the 
all-male Jesuit school were expected to be 
among the top students in their graduating class 
and took a rigorous entrance exam. Enrollment 
was kept at 140 students per class year. The 
school was founded in 1914 with a substantial 
financial gift from Julia M. Grant, the widow of 
New York City Mayor Hugh J. Grant. Terms of 
the endowment included that the school charge 
its students no tuition, a policy still in place to-
day.

“I often say it was the best educational expe-
rience I could have imagined,” Dr Fauci noted 
in his speech. “I became immersed in the intel-
lectual rigor of a Jesuit education.”

Tom McCorry, a classmate of Dr Fauci who 
also played with him on the Regis basketball 
team (Dr Fauci was team captain in 1958) and 
later went on to become a college basketball 
coach, told America that Regis “was a very 
high-end academic school, just as Jesuit educa-
tion in general is very high-end. We took four 
years of Latin, four years of Greek and a couple 
of years or French or German. It was quite a 

school, but Tony [Fauci] stood out in a number 
of ways.”

“He was very astute, quiet but a leader,” Mr. 
McCorry remembered. “He still shows it now. 
When all these things get thrown at him [dur-
ing White House press briefings], you don’t see 
him losing his temper. You see him give meas-
ured answers based on the facts.”

Dr Fauci graduated from The College of the 
Holy Cross in 1962, and received his medi-
cal doctorate from the Weill Medical College 
of Cornell University in 1966. He has served 
under six US presidents, starting with Ron-
ald Reagan in 1984. He noted in a 2019 visit 
to Regis that he was able to work under dif-
ferent presidential administrations because 
“I am almost completely apolitical.” Widely 
considered the top infectious disease expert 
in the United States, Dr Fauci has worked on 
the federal response to AIDS, Zika, anthrax 
and Ebola, and is currently a member of the 
White House coronavirus task force. In 2008, 
Dr Fauci was awarded the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom.

Dr Fauci credited his education at Regis 
with teaching him both “precision of thought 
and economy of expression,” commenting that 
those two habits “inform how I think, how I 
write and how I communicate with the public 
every day, especially during the present unset-
tling times. Just as important, however, is the 
Jesuit emphasis on social justice and service to 
others. And now is the time, if ever there was 
one, for us to care selflessly about one another.” 
— By James T. Keane, America

Dr Anthony Fauci meets with New York City’s 
Regis High School students and the school’s 
president, Daniel Lahart, S.J., in 2019. (CNS 
photo/courtesy Regis High School)

Dr Anthony Fauci to Jesuit grads: ‘Now is the time for 
us to care selflessly about one another’

TAIPEI: For the 31st consecutive day, there 
were no local cases of COVID-19 infection 
on the island. For six days, there have not 
even been any infections imported from 
abroad. With just 440 infected and 7 deaths, 
Taiwan is a success story in the fight against 
the virus.

The government has not adopted extreme 
measures of social confinement as in China, 
the epicenter of the pandemic, or in other 
countries, especially in the West. Schools 
are open and people can go to work. The 

streets are crowded, with shops and restau-
rants working at full capacity. The baseball 
championship, the national sport, is also be-
ing played, although a maximum of 1000 
fans can enter the stadiums.

To contain the infection, Taipei intervened 
quickly and decisively, without waiting for 
the (late) indications of the World Health 
Organization. The authorities immediately 
imposed border controls, prohibiting entry 
to foreigners, especially those from China, 
Now, those who enter the country from 

abroad are subject to a strict quarantine; 
airports and hospitals are monitored with 
extreme care; the sick are isolated in hos-
pital or in their own homes; and diagnostic 
tests are being carried out on a large scale, 
together with the tracing of contacts made 
by people who have tested positive.

The Taiwanese people also made a great 
contribution. Wearing masks in public plac-
es, having their temperature checked and 
constantly washing their hands has become 
routine for them. — AsiaNews / Agencies

Taipei, a success story: 
zero local coronavirus 
infections for a month

GENEVA: The coronavirus that causes the 
COVID-19 pandemic “may never go away,” 
it may become endemic like HIV, says Mike 
Ryan, head of the emergency sector in the World 
Health Organisation (WHO).

Speaking in a meeting with reporters, he also 
warned that even if a vaccine is found, a “huge 
effort” will be needed to control the virus.

The alert for coronavirus that officially started 
in Wuhan (Hubei, China) in January has now 
spread across the globe and has infected more 
than 4.5 million people. The death toll is over 
300,000.

Ryan’s warning comes as many countries, 
from China to Japan, and from Europe to the 
United States are under pressure to reduce or 
remove the “lockdown”, to resume trade and to 
save jobs.

WHO director Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
said there is no guarantee that reducing the quar-
antine will not trigger new waves of infections. 
But he still claimed that it is possible to control 
the virus with some effort.

Ryan also highlighted that a future vaccine 
must be available to everyone, especially those 
countries that don't have a strong healthcare sys-
tem. The concern of the UN body is above all for 
Africa, where there is a lack of health facilities 
and medical personnel. There are now cases of 
coronavirus in all 54 African countries. At the 
beginning of May, out of a population of 1.3 bil-
lion, Africa had 39,000 positive cases and 1,640 
deaths. After less than two weeks, on May 12, 
there were 70,000 positive cases and deaths had 
almost doubled (2389).

In addition to the health crisis, an economic 
crisis is looming. The UN predicts that due to 
the pandemic, the world economy will shrink by 
3.2 per cent. By the end of 2020, at least 34.3 
million people will fall below the line of extreme 
poverty. A further 130 million will be added by 
2030, undermining the global effort to eradicate 
poverty and hunger. —AsiaNews / Agencies

WHO: Coronavirus 
may ‘never go away’

Taipei intervened quickly and decisively, without waiting for the (late) indications of the World Health Organisation. (AsiaNews photo)



Bishops lament UK plan to 
keep churches closed until July

Saintly superhero: When Marvel Comics told

LONDON: The bishops of Eng-
land and Wales have expressed 
disappointment after the govern-
ment said churches in the UK 
should remain closed until at least 
July 4.

The bishops issued a state-
ment May 11 after UK officials 
published a document setting out 
plans to ease the nationwide lock-
down imposed amid the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

“The timing and the manner of 

the opening of churches touches 
profound sensitivities and spir-
itual needs. The government’s 
document and statements fail to 
recognise this,” a spokesman for 
the bishops’ conference said.

The government insisted that 
places of worship would open “no 
earlier than 4 July”, and would be 
subject to five “tests,” including a 
consistent fall in daily death rates.

The UK, which has a population 
of almost 67 million, has recorded 

32,789 deaths from the virus as of 
May 12, according to the Johns 
Hopkins Coronavirus Resource 
Centre — the world’s second 
highest reported death toll after 
that of the United States.

The government’s recovery plan 
categorised churches alongside 
hairdressers, beauty salons, pubs, 
and cinemas as places that will 
reopen during “Step Three” of a 
three-step programme.

The bishops’ statement said: 

“The government’s position in-
cludes these steps aimed at open-
ing churches as soon as possible: 
the establishment of a task force 
for places of worship, working 
closely with ‘stakeholders’ in 
ensuring that premises are COV-
ID-19 secure; and heeding the 
experience of other countries in 
which churches are already open 
for worship.”

“In dialogue with the Govern-
ment, the Catholic Church will 

continue its engagement in this 
process and has already submitted 
a detailed plan, in full accordance 
with public health guidelines, for 
churches to be opened for private 
prayer.”

It concluded: “The Church is 
ready to play its full part in the 
task force, understanding that this 
includes the possible earlier use of 
churches for private prayer, as a 
first safe step towards their use for 
public worship.” — CNA

Pope St John Paul II, who led 
the Catholic Church from 
1978 until his death in 2005, is 

perhaps one of the most compelling 
figures of the 20th century.

Born nearly 100 years ago on 
May 18, 1920 in Wadowice, Po-
land, Karol Wojtyla — the future 
pope — endured the loss of most of 
his family, clandestinely studied for 
the priesthood while his country was 
under Nazi rule, and rose through 
the Church hierarchy, never ceas-
ing to encourage his Polish country-
men to keep the faith while resisting 
Communist pressure.

He participated in the Second Vat-
ican Council and, upon his election 
as pope, became the most widely-
travelled pontiff ever and likely the 
most-seen person in the history of 
the world. He was an academic, and 
widely regarded as a genius, but also 
a man of simplicity and humility.

He survived a brutal assassination 
attempt in 1981, crediting Mary’s 
intercession for his survival and ex-
tending forgiveness to his attacker.

“He's the exemplar of the fact 
that a life wholly dedicated to Jesus 
Christ and the Gospel is the most 
exciting human life possible,” said 
George Weigel, John Paul II’s biog-
rapher.

“This man lived a life of such 
extraordinary drama that no Holly-
wood scriptwriter would dare come 
up with such a storyline. It would 
just be regarded as absurd.”

His compelling life story has been 
told and retold many times, includ-
ing on the big screen.

But did you know that John Paul 
II’s life story was once the subject of 
a Marvel comic book?

Printed in full colour and featuring 

dramatic, stylish visuals, the 1982 
comic chronicles the pope’s life, 
from his childhood in Poland all the 
way up to the attempt on his life by a 
would-be assassin.

Marvel, which Disney purchased 
in a multi-billion dollar acquisition 
in 2009, is one of the largest enter-
tainment companies in the world, 
and the purveyor of such iconic 
characters as Iron Man, Spider-Man, 
and Captain America.

So what persuaded the Marvel ex-
ecutives to green-light a comic book 
about the then newly-elected pope?

‘Marvel’s Man in Japan’
It all started with Gene Pelc — a 
New Yorker and Marvel representa-
tive living in Japan.

Pelc — whose wife is Japanese— 
had moved to Japan in the 1970s in 
order to report back to Marvel on 
how the comic book company could 
adapt its products for a Japanese au-
dience.

Pelc was tasked with licensing 
Spider-Man to play on Japanese tel-
evision, and was largely successful 
at what he did, earning the moniker 
Marvel’s Man in Japan.

Pelc said that he and his family 
went— and still go— to Mass at the 
Franciscan Chapel Center, a com-
munity of English-speaking priests 
in Tokyo.

Japan was then — and remains 
today — a very non-Christian 
country, with Catholics compris-
ing less than half of one per cent 

of the population.
One day, a priest named Father 

Campion Lally approached Pelc at 
the Franciscan Chapel Centre with 
an unusual proposition. The eight-
hundredth anniversary of St. Fran-
cis’ birth was coming up in 1982, Fr 
Lally said...what if, to commemo-
rate it, Marvel produced a comic 
book about the life of St. Francis?

Pelc liked the idea, and wondered 
whether it would prove popular 
amongst Catholics in the US. Fr La-
lly was adamant, however, that the 
comic be marketed to non-Catholics 
as well.

“The real reason I want this done 
is to reach an audience the Church 
doesn’t normally reach,” Pelc re-
members Fr Lally saying.

“’I want to take St. Francis out 
of the birdbath’ was his exact com-
ment.”

Pelc called up Stan Lee — a leg-
endary Marvel comic book pub-
lisher — who apparently liked the 
idea. But when Pelc pitched the idea 
to the higher-ups at Marvel, they 
weren’t quite so supportive at first.

“They all said: Gene, you’ve been 
in Japan too long. No one wants to 
hear about that. They want to hear 
about superheroes,” Pelc remem-
bers the executives telling him.

Pelc was able to appeal to the 
financial sensibilities of the execu-
tives to help his case, however — 
the Paulist Press, a US-based Catho-
lic publisher, had expressed interest 
in purchasing some 250,000 copies 
of the comic upon its release.

Needless to say, the prospect of 
a minimum of 250,000 copies sold 
— when a popular comic at the time 
could be expected to sell around 
150,000 copies — was enough to 

sway the executives to approve the 
project.

Fr Roy Gasnick, a Franciscan 
priest and director of communica-
tions based in New York, helped 
Marvel writer Mary Jo Duffy to 
write the story of St Francis’ life for 
the comic. Fr Gasnik was, by all ac-
counts, a massive comic book fan 
himself.

Then the artists at Marvel did 
their magic, and produced the com-
ic entitled Francis: Brother of the 
Universe, which hit stores in 1980.

Helped by the Paulist Press’ 
large order, Brother of the Universe 
proved to be a hit, both critically 
and commercially.

A new project
“The next step was pretty obvious 
to me, being Catholic and being 
Polish,” Pelc said.

“Pope John Paul II was extremely 
popular in the world at the time; he 
was travelling much more than the 
old popes did previously. And he 
was actually coming to Japan.”

John Paul II was the first pontiff 
to visit the country. The pope ar-
rived in Japan in February 1981, to 
a small but enthusiastic welcome.

The Pope’s visit galvanised Pelc, 
who was still riding high on the suc-
cess of the St Francis comic. He 
began looking into the possibility of 
producing another religious-themed 
comic for Marvel.

A friend of Gene’s introduced 
him to Fr Mieczyslaw Malinski, 
who was a friend of the Pope’s back 
in Poland during the war. Fr Mal-
inski apparently consulted with the 
pope himself about what he thought 
about the idea of turning his story 
into a comic.
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VATICAN: Several theologians 
are expressing concerns about a 
set of guidelines forwarded by the 
US bishops’ conference to Catho-
lic prelates across the country over 
how to restart public celebration of 
the Mass despite the ongoing coro-
navirus pandemic.

Among the main worries: how 
a plan for Masses with fewer than 
10 people might unfairly segregate 
peoples’ access to the sacraments, 
whether such celebrations would 
downplay the liturgical role of the 

participating assembly, and whether 
priests might burn themselves out in 
seeking to lead as many of the small 
celebrations as possible.

Also at question is why the bish-
ops’ Committee on Divine Wor-
ship decided not to create its own 
set of national recommendations, 
but instead to provide prelates with 
those independently prepared by 
the Thomistic Institute at the Do-
minican House of Studies in Wash-
ington.

As Felician Franciscan Sr Ju-

dith Kubicki, a theologian at Ford-
ham University, said: “It should be 
something coming out of the bish-
ops’ committee, not something that 
they’re borrowing from somebody 
else.”

Anne McGowan, a theologian 
at Chicago’s Catholic Theologi-
cal Union, said the guidelines did 
a “pretty good job” of balancing 
public health and sacramental con-
cerns, but added: “I think it prob-
ably would be helpful … for the 
bishops to come up with some of 

their own maybe more standardised 
guidelines.”

“It seems like these are being for-
warded like, ‘Here’s some things 
to think about. Good luck,’” said 
McGowan.

The US bishops’ guidelines were 
sent to prelates across the country 
April 30 by Hartford, Connecticut 
Archbishop Leonard Blair, the head 
of the bishops’ committee.

They took their cue from the 
Trump administration’s Opening 
Up America Again plan, which says 

the country will return to normalcy 
in three phases, allowing for gath-
erings first in groups of 10 people, 
then 50 and then on a more regular, 
unlimited basis.

Among the recommendations for 
the first phase: limiting access to the 
Mass via either a first-come, first-
served system or on a rotational 
basis, asking congregants (but not 
presiders) to wear masks, and using 
hand sanitiser during distribution of 
Communion, which, they suggest, 
may still be received on the tongue. 

Theologians concerned over bishops’ plans for 10-person pandemic Masses

The cover of The Life of Pope John Paul II.



Thank you for your 
service to humanity
VATICAN: The coronavirus pan-
demic has drawn well-deserved at-
tention to nurses and midwives, who 
are among “the saints next door,” 
dedicated to helping people in some 
of the most joyful or painful mo-
ments of their lives, Pope Francis 
said.

“Every day we witness the tes-
timony of courage and sacrifice of 
health care workers, and nurses in 
particular, who, with professional-
ism, self-sacrifice and a sense of re-
sponsibility and love for neighbour, 
assist people affected by the virus, 
even to the point of putting their 
own health at risk,” the Pope said in 
a message marking the May 12 cel-
ebration of International Nurses Day 
and the 200th anniversary of the birth 
of Florence Nightingale.

“Thank you for your service to hu-
manity,” the Pope wrote.

Pope Francis also paid tribute to 
the nurses who contracted the virus 
and died, assuring their families that 
“the Lord knows each of them by 
name.”

“In many countries,” he said, “the 
pandemic has also brought to light a 
number of deficiencies in the provi-
sion of health care,” including the 
need to invest in nurses and give 
them greater respect and recognition.

Pope Francis used his message to 
nurses to also “ask leaders of nations 
throughout the world to invest in 
health care as the primary common 
good, by strengthening its systems 
and employing greater numbers of 
nurses, so as to ensure adequate care 
to everyone with respect for the dig-
nity of each person.”

Nurses and midwives, he said, 
have a “very special vocation” of 
being “guardians and preservers of 
life.”

“You are an image of the Church 
as a ‘field hospital’ that continues to 
carry out the mission of Jesus Christ, 
who drew near to and healed people 
with all kinds of sickness and who 
stooped down to wash the feet of his 
disciples,” the Pope said.

Nurses and midwives know that 
they need scientific and technical 

knowledge to help their patients, but 
that their vocation means also bring-
ing “human and humanising” quali-
ties to their patient interactions.

“Taking care of women and men, 
of children and elderly, in every 
phase of their life from birth to 
death,” he said, “you are tasked with 
continuous listening aimed at under-
standing what the needs of that pa-
tient are in the phase that he or she is 
experiencing.”

“Before the uniqueness of each 
situation, indeed, it is never enough 
to follow a protocol, but a constant 
— and tiresome! — effort of discern-
ment and attention to the individual 
person is required,” Pope Francis 
wrote.

“I would like to say a special word 
to midwives who assist women in 
their pregnancies and help them give 
birth to their children,” he wrote. 
“Your work is among the most no-
ble of professions, for it is directly 
dedicated to the service of life and 
of motherhood.” — By Cindy                   
Wooden, CNS

Nurses receiving a greeting card and roses from a patient at Hospital 
Putrajaya. (The Star photo)
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the life story of John Paul II
According to Pelc, John Paul II 

was supportive of the idea, as long as 
Fr Malinski himself worked with the 
comic book team on the project.

So, the Marvel team was off to the 
races yet again. The first step? Re-
search. And a lot of it.

Most of the information came 
from Fr Malinski, but the story still 
had to be adapted to fit into the pan-
els and speech bubbles.

That task fell to Steven Grant, a 
young freelance comic book artist 
who at the time was living in New 
York and working for Marvel. He 
had heard that Marvel was producing 
a second religious-themed comic, 
but he didn’t think much of it— he 
assumed that Mary Jo Duffy would 
be tasked with writing this one, too.

Instead, Marvel’s editor-in-chief 
called Grant into his office and asked 
him to take on the task of writing the 
John Paul II comic book.

“I got involved because I was ex-
pendable at the time,” said Grant.

“I wasn’t one of the artists they 
particularly wanted writing the Fan-
tastic Four that month,” he laughed.

“And they knew I was Catholic — 
that was my big credential.”

For Grant, working on a comic 
book about John Paul II — which 
the team always referred to as “the 
Pope Book” — was both ordinary, 
in the sense that the writing process 
was not markedly different than oth-
er comic books; and extraordinary, 
given that the subject matter was 
not only a living person, but also the 
leader of a one-billion strong world-
wide religion.

“No one was worried about of-
fending him, but there was a lot of 
room to offend a lot of people if we 
did a bad job with it,” he said.

Bumps in the road
The project experienced two major 
roadblocks the year before it was 
released, the first of which was the 
attempt on John Paul’s life in May 
1981, in the midst of the comic’s 
production.

Instead of dropping the project, 
the Marvel team wrote the events 
of the assassination into the book 
itself.

In addition, communicating with 
Fr Malinski would prove more dif-
ficult than the team at Marvel had 
expected.

On Dec 13, 1981, a general named 
Wojciech Jaruzelski appeared on 
television sets throughout Poland. 
In a video message repeated over 
and over again, the general declared 
martial law, and ordered troops to 
suppress the Solidarity movement, a 
trade union rooted in Catholic prin-
ciples that opposed Communism.

Many striking Solidarity workers 
would die in the next few days, as 
Polish troops fired into groups of 
them.

After John Paul’s visit to his na-
tive Poland in 1979, it would be 
another decade before the Solidarity 
Party in Poland, with the pope’s en-
couragement, would finally gain a 
majority in Parliament, and, largely 
peacefully, the country would shrug 
off the shackles of Communism.

To make matters worse, the tur-
moil in Poland was taking place in 
the middle of the comic book’s pro-
duction schedule, and the Marvel 
team needed Fr Malinski’s insights 
in order to get the comic book writ-
ten.

The Communists restricted much 
of the communications in and out of 
Poland during that time. Pelc said 

he remembers receiving smuggled 
communications from Fr Malinski, 
which he brought to his father in 
New York to have translated from 
Polish to English.

Apart from Fr Malinski’s contri-
butions, Grant says he simply put 
his nose to the grindstone and read 
up on as much as he could about the 
pope’s life.

“It was a little pre-internet,” Grant 
chuckled.

“I figured anything I found three 
or four references to was probably 
accurate.”

His total research spanned about 
two months, he says, but the actual 
writing process was only a couple 
of weeks long, spurred on by Mar-
vel’s tight production schedules.

Legacy
Finally, in 1982, the comic book 
hit the shelves. Thanks in large part 
to Catholic agencies buying up the 
edition, somewhere in the neigh-
bourhood of 1 million copies made 
their way into the world.

For a young comic book artist, it 
was quite the windfall. Grant said 
he was able to pay off his student 
loans when he received the royalties 
for the comic the following year.

So, did the Pope himself ever get 
a chance to see himself as a Marvel 
hero? According to Pelc, he did. A 
Marvel executive flew to Rome and 
presented the Pope with a leather-
bound edition.

The success of the first two reli-
gious-themed comic books led to a 
third, this time about another future 
saint — and friend of John Paul’s — 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta.

Although Pelc was not able to as-
sist with that project, that comic also 

proved successful, though it was the 
last of the major religious-themed 
comics that Marvel produced. That 
comic even won a Catholic Press 
Association award in 1984.

In the four decades since the John 
Paul II comic book’s release, sever-
al members of the team that worked 
on it, including the artist who cre-
ated the drawings, have died.

Pelc and Grant have gone their 
separate ways. Grant is still a free-
lance comic writer, and does writ-
ing work for Marvel “once in a blue 
moon” when they call him up.

Though the “Pope book” remains 
just one of the hundreds of projects 
that Grant has worked on over the 
years, he said he remembers walk-
ing into his local laundromat in 
New York a few months after the 
comic’s release, and being surprised 
to see the comic’s cover framed and 
hung proudly on the wall.

Though Grant never told the 
owners of the laundromat — clearly 
devout Catholics — that he was 
the author of the comic, he said it 
brought him pride that they valued 

it so highly.
Pelc, who still lives in Tokyo, 

owns a company that sells merchan-
dise for musical artists. He said he 
still gets asked to this day — mostly 
by parishioners at the Franciscan 
Chapel Centre — about Marvel’s 
religious comics, he says.

On the side, Pelc still has a pas-
sion for telling compelling Catholic 
stories. He is currently working on 
a book about the late 16th-century 
26 Christian martyrs of Japan, and 
hopes eventually to adapt the story 
into a screenplay.

For his part, Pelc says he thinks it 
unlikely that a company like Marvel 
would produce something like this 
again. But he’s glad that by means 
of the “Pope book,” he and Grant 
and the entire team were able to tell 
a good story, in a world inundated 
by bad stories.

“That man deserved to be known 
by more than just people who go to 
church. He was an everyman pope, 
and I, being Polish, loved him,” he 
reflected. — By Jonah McKeown, 
CNA

Pope to nurses, midwives:

VATICAN: Marking International 
Nurses Day May 12, Pope Francis 
offered his early morning Mass 
for nurses who “carry out this 
profession which is more than a 
profession; it is a vocation, a com-
mitment.”

“May the Lord bless them,” he 
said. “In this time of pandemic, 
they have given an example of 
heroism (and) some have given 
their lives. Let us pray for nurses.” 
— By Junno Arocho Esteves, 
CNS

Amid pandemic, 
nurses have given heroic 
example, Pope says

St John Paul II’s life story was once the subject of a Marvel comic book. (CNA)
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Support for the very poor, including refugees and people for-
cibly displaced amid the COVID-19 crisis, is both a global 

moral imperative and in the self-interest of better-off countries. 
Despite their responsibilities to their own citizens, developed 
countries have obligations to displaced people and the poor 
countries that host them.

Catholic social thought, with its orientation to the common 
good both nationally and globally and its insistence that we 
share a common home across the earth, provides a persuasive 
way to combine legitimate national concerns with the impera-
tive of global solidarity.

The church can and should provide leadership in responding 
to the needs of refugees and very poor people who are facing the 
COVID-19 crisis. The Christian community is already respond-
ing to their needs through the important work of Catholic Relief 
Services, Jesuit Refugee Service, the broader Caritas Interna-
tionalis network and other agencies. Leadership by Catholic 
bishops, pastors and educators will also be essential. Such mor-
al leadership could provide indispensable guidance on how to 
reconcile obligations to the citizens of one’s own country with 
obligations to global humanity. The church’s contribution could 
include providing guidance on how to address short-, medium- 
and long-term dimensions of the crisis.

Short term. Developed countries and international organisa-
tions should provide funds to enable developing countries and 
humanitarian organisations to acquire the medical supplies 
needed to treat those infected by the virus and to prevent the 
spread of infection to vulnerable displaced people and to others 
in extreme poverty. These supplies should include test equip-
ment and personal protective equipment for medical staff. The 
response should address the growing hunger and even starva-
tion that is rising in poor countries due to the loss of jobs and 
the restricted movement brought by the pandemic. In developed 
countries like the United States, COVID-19 testing and treat-
ment should be available at no cost to the poor and the displaced 
regardless of their immigration status. Asylum seekers should 
be treated in ways that reduce their vulnerability to the corona-
virus and provide them with screening and with treatment when 
needed.

Medium term. A major effort should be made to develop a 
vaccine against the virus and to finance its wide distribution in 
the poorer countries that host the majority of displaced people. 
Such a vaccine will be essential to preventing very large num-
bers of deaths due to the spread of COVID-19 among refugees 
and in both poorer and better-off countries. Christians should 
support efforts to relieve the burden of the debts carried by poor 
countries so these countries can deal with the pandemic more 
effectively. They should also back the UN secretary general’s 
appeal for a worldwide cessation of conflict so that war does not 
further impede efforts to treat and prevent the spread of COV-
ID-19, both in poor countries suffering from war and among 
persons forcibly displaced by conflict.

Long term. The Holy See and national bishops’ conferences 
should advocate a strong response by international agencies like 
the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the World 
Food Program, and by national governments in the developed 
world, to the needs that make very poor countries especially 
vulnerable to the virus. They should call for strengthening the 
global refugee and migration regime and the wider humanitar-
ian system that are in danger of being weakened by the eco-
nomic and political consequences of the pandemic.

The Christian community should be a vigorous advocate for 
the global common good in the face of COVID-19’s severe 
threats to the poor and displaced. It should work to ensure that 
in the post-crisis future, poor people and refugees have a more 
just share in the common good than they do today.

— Prof Fr David Hollenbach, SJ, America

A Human Family in 
a Common Home The coronavirus pandemic has 

brought to light the great contri-
butions contemporary Catholi-

cism is making to humanity and the 
world.

Unfortunately, you won’t find many 
of them in the field of liturgy or spir-
ituality. At least not at the instigation 
of many of the Church’s ordained min-
isters.

The shining star of Catholicism in 
this time of crisis has been those per-
sons and organisations that are explic-
itly dedicated to promoting and carry-
ing out the Church’s social teaching.

Almost universally, they have found 
ways to continue their ministry of ser-
vice by feeding the hungry and giving 
material assistance to the homeless, 
the poor and the unemployed.

Catholics inspired by the social 
teaching have also been the most tena-
cious in advocating for and attending 
to the needs of minorities, prisoners, 
immigrants, refugees and all others 
who are most adversely affected by 
COVID-19 and the disruptive meas-
ures to stop its spread.

And, of course, those who have 
dedicated their lives and talents to the 
Church’s commitment to caring for the 
sick are rightly seen today as society’s 
heroes and even Christianity’s martyrs.

So the Catholic Church’s social 
teaching has weathered the storm ad-
mirably well during these strange and 
disturbing times.

Father saying Mass for the 
laypeople
But, sadly, the Church’s sacramen-
tal system has not. It’s hard to know 
where to place the blame – on our li-
turgical theology or on those who ad-
minister the sacraments and lead the 
community in prayer.

The bishops did not have much of a 
clue what to do after it became impos-
sible, for health reasons, to carry on 
daily and Sunday Mass as usual (i.e. in 
the church with a congregation).

Outside of having Father continue 
to say Mass for the laypeople – wheth-
er irresponsibly, through “clandes-
tine” (illegal) gatherings, or virtually, 
through TV or digital transmissions 
– almost all the bishops and a whole 
lot of priests seemed to be caught flat-
footed.

One is tempted to think of the old 
joke about being “as lost as a Jesuit in 
Holy Week”. But it’s worse than that. 
Probably much worse.

Having little appetite or aptitude for 
celebrating long and ornate liturgies is 
nothing compared to not understand-
ing or, worse, disdaining what cel-
ebrating Eucharistically is all about 
– especially according to the Christian 
Church’s most ancient tradition.

The liturgical reform, which was 
already well underway in the several 
decades leading up to the Second Vati-
can Council (1962-65), recovered and 
re-elaborated that tradition.

And this resulted in significant mod-
ifications to the Mass, which Paul VI 
codified in 1969 with the promulgation 
of a new Roman Missal.

Essential to this reformed rite was 

(and remains!) the gathered assembly 
– physically present – and the active 
participation of all who are part of that 
assembly.

Confecting the Eucharist
But, regrettably, a number of pre-Vati-
can II notions about the Eucharist have 
remained even after the reform.

Some are based on the concepts of 
form and matter, which can end up 
making the celebration of the sacra-
ments minimalistic and legalistic.

For example, when a validly or-
dained presbyter licitly confects the 
elements of bread and wine by using 
the proper formula (words of institu-
tion and invocation of the Holy Spirit), 
and then consumes those elements, it 
is considered a valid Eucharist.

The presence of the assembly may 
be desirable, but it’s not necessary. The 
practice of priests celebrating “private” 
Masses by themselves or with the as-
sistance of an altar boy is not a relic of 
the Middle Ages. It is something that 
continues to this very day.

This is a reductive view of the sacra-
ment. And it is clericalist.

Despite the attempts by Pope Fran-
cis to rid the Church of clericalism, it 
remains alive and kicking, especially 
in some sectors of the Vatican.

Cardinal Sarah’s decrees
The Congregation for Divine Wor-
ship and Discipline of the Sacraments 
may not be the worst, but its prefect 
– Cardinal Robert Sarah – sure has a 
clericalist view of ordination and the 
liturgy.

Cardinal Sarah turns 75 on June 15 
and will have been head of the Congre-
gation for Divine Worship for nearly 
six years. It should be time for him to 
retire. 

He issued two decrees – In time of 
COVID-19 (March 19 and 25) – that 
instruct bishops and priests how and 
where to celebrate the Holy Week and 
Easter liturgies, what is to be included 
or omitted.

As Andrea Grillo, a layman who 
teaches liturgy at the Pontifical Li-

turgical Institute (Sant’Anselmo) in 
Rome noted:

“It’s as if the ‘priestly commu-
nity’ – the term Lumen Gentium 
[the Vatican II Constitution on 
the Church] uses to define the 
Church in its full identity as the 
Body of Christ – refers only to 
community of clerics. But the 
priestly community that LG 
speaks of is the ecclesial com-
munity of all the baptised, not 
the community of clerics… (The 
congregation) seems to consider 
the problem of the Easter Trid-
uum almost exclusively as re-
garding the ‘ritual practices that 
are possible (or impossible) for 
clerics’. The ‘non-clerics’ evi-
dently are a residual category.”

A similar sort of pre-Vatican II cleri-
calist logic is now being used once 
again as bishops in places where lock-
down measures are being relaxed try to 
decide how to resume public liturgies.

Liturgical distancing
There are strict government-decreed 
protocols that must be followed to 
prevent the spread of the coronavirus. 
Principally these were concerned with 
ensuring social distancing and good 
hygiene.

Here in Italy, as in many other plac-
es, that means only a limited number 
of people will be allowed at one time 
inside churches. They will have to 
wear facemasks and use hand sanitizer 
upon entering the building.

Then the COVID-19 temple guards 
will make sure worshippers are spaced 
far enough apart to comply with gov-
ernment regulations. People will not 
be provided with any books, missal-
ettes or hymn sheets   there will be no 
singing at all. That propels germs, and 
after all, germs are contagious.

Nonetheless, many of the bish-
ops and the clericalists – many lay 
folks, too – seem pleased as punch to 
get back to Mass, whatever the cost 
or inconveniences. — By Robert          
Mickens, LCI (https://international.
la-croix.com/

Clericalist view of  the 
sacrament prevails
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Cardinal Robert Sarah at the Church San Giovanni Bosco in Rome, Jan 30, 2011. 
(LCI photo/Pierpaolo Scavuzzo)
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What’s the origin story of the English 
Standard Version — Catholic Edition 
that the Augustine Institute is now 
carrying as The Augustine Bible?
Gray:  The ESV came out in 2001 as an up-
date of the RSV [Revised Standard Version] 
that was really trying to be more literal in its 
translation of the text, following the Hebrew 
and Greek as closely as possible. Mark Giszc-
zak, would you tell how the Indian bishops’ 
conference got this through?
Giszczak:  Yes, the Indian bishops confer-
ence works closely with a publisher there 
called the Asian Trading Corporation, or ATC. 
And ATC reached out to Crossway [ESV 
Bible’s publisher] in 2016, and said we’d re-
ally like to do a Catholic Edition of the ESV 
in conjunction with the Catholic conference 
of the bishops of India. And so Crossway 
responded yes, and they started working to-
gether to produce the Catholic edition.

What I find remarkable is how the evangeli-
cal translation oversight committee that pro-
duced the original translation worked together 
with these Catholic scholars in India, who 
were appointed by the bishops, to review the 
translation. And they did make some changes 
from the first edition to the Catholic edition. 

And then after those changes were made, the 
Bible was agreed upon both by Crossway and 
by the bishops’ conference, and it was ap-
proved on Feb. 4, 2018.
Gray:  And then the Vatican approved it, 
which was significant.
Giszczak:  There are two stages here. So 
one was the approval of the Bible translation 
as such. And then the second was the approval 
of its use in the lectionary. So after the Bible 
was approved in February 2018, they pre-
pared the ESV-based lectionary which came 
up to the Vatican in December of 2019 and 
was approved there. And then was mandated 
for use throughout India in English starting on 
Palm Sunday this year.

What moved the Indian bishops to 
say the Church needed an ESV — CE 
Bible?
Giszczak:  I think that there are a couple 
of things that led up to that. One, if you read 
about the progress of the English lectionary 
over the past two decades, many of the Eng-
lish-speaking bishops’ conferences have been 
looking for a new translation, being dissatis-
fied with the archaic language of the RSV; 
being unhappy with the dynamic equivalence 

translations in the Jerusalem Bibles; and 
you’ll also notice that other English-speaking 
bishops’ conferences don’t use the NAB [New 
American Bible]. Yeah. So many of the Eng-
lish-speaking bishops have been looking for 
a new option. And in fact, prior to approving 
the ESV, the Indian bishops’ conference ap-
proved the New Living Translation Catholic 
Edition just a couple of years earlier. But that 

translation is a paraphrase-style translation, so 
it wasn’t suitable for liturgical use. The ESV is 
better from the bishops’ perspective because 
it’s available to be used for liturgy because 
of it’s word-for-word style translation. So, I 
think that it really is a kind of answer to prayer 
for them. And it really provides a way forward 
for the lectionary in India and perhaps in other 
English speaking countries.

English Standard Version for       
liturgical use published

The Asian Trading Corporation (ATC) of Bangalore, India 
has published the English Standard Version of the Bible. 
Now, the Augustine Institute is bringing English-speaking 
Catholics in North America a major new revision of the 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible called the English 
Standard Version — Catholic Edition that began as a 
joint-venture between Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
India and Crossway, an evangelical Protestant publishing 
house. The Vatican has also approved India’s new ESV-
CE lectionary, raising the possibility that it may spread 
worldwide.

In this interview with Peter Jesserer Smith, the Register, 
Augustine Institute President Tim Gray and Scripture 
scholar Mark Giszczak discuss what the new ESV-CE 
translation means for Catholics in North America and 
how The Augustine Bible puts the Word of God in their 
hands like never before and heed the words that prompted St. Augustine to open his 
Bible and give his life to Jesus Christ: “take up and read.”

So what are the main differenc-
es between the ESV and the RSV 
translations of  the Bible? 
Giszczak:  The ESV as an update of the RSV 
changes about 60,000 words from the RSV to the 
ESV. So it’s a pretty significant change. Of course, 
a lot of those are changing “thou” to “you,” and 
updating archaic language. But beyond that, the 
ESV is pursuing its own translation agenda, if 
you will, and is making certain changes to the 
RSV. So here’s an example. There’s been a lot of 
new manuscript discoveries and new analysis of 
the textual basis of the Bible since 1952, when 
the RSV was originally published, and the ESV 
is very conscious of those textual improvements 
and makes those changes along the way. So an 
example of that would be Deuteronomy 32:43. 
We have new textual information about that 
verse from the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the ESV 
is able to take that into account in its translation 
in that verse. The RSV was famously criticised 
for its translation of Isaiah 7:14, where it trans-
lates the prophecy of the Virgin birth as “a young 
woman shall conceive.”

The differences between the ESV and the RSV — from archaic language to authentic and inclusive language

What would you say are the merits of this 
English Standard Version?
Gray: I think it’s a great Bible for study. You 
know one of the interesting things is when the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church came out, the 
USCCB wanted the New American Bible, which 
they have the rights to, to be used as the English 
translation of the Bible in the Catechism for the 
English world. The Vatican reviewed the New 
American Bible and said it isn’t good enough for 
teaching. It’s very idiomatic, which is the oppos-
ing side of the ESV; the ESV seeks to be literally 
as close to the Greek and Hebrew texts as pos-
sible, and tries to even preserve the word order. 
Whereas the New American Bible tends to be idi-
omatic, as long as it gets across the general mean-
ing, that’s all that mattered. For the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, that was insufficient for 
teaching the faith. And so what we want to do by 
providing the ESV-CE is provide a reliable, mod-
ern translation of the Bible that is deeply faithful 
to the Hebrew and Greek texts, and that is ideal 
for study.

Giszczak: A lot of Bible translations pursue a 
philosophy of “dynamic equivalence” or “thought 
for thought” style translation, which produces per-
haps a very readable text, but not a very exact one. 
And the ESV takes the opposite approach, what 
they refer to as an essentially literal translation. 
The ESV is really trying to be as transparent as 
possible to original languages, and provide a word 
for word style translation rather than thought for 
thought style translation. And so it allows people 
who are studying Scripture to get that much closer 
to the meaning in the original language, because 
they can trust that what they’re reading is really 
what it says. So with the ESV, when you’re study-
ing it or when it’s being preached from, you’ll hear 
for fewer of those phrases that we’re accustomed 
to hearing in homilies, “Well, what it really says 
here is.” So often, the homilist or the preacher has 
to correct the translation in order for the people to 
understand it. But with the ESV, you have to spend 
less time retranslating in the context of study, 
and you can spend more time just understanding 
what’s there on the sacred page.

The English Standard Version captures the original meaning of the Hebrew and Greek Bible

Which happens a lot.
Giszczak:  Exactly. And so, the ESV went 
back to “a virgin shall conceive,” which 
agrees with Matthew 1:23, which quotes 
that verse as a predictive prophecy of the 
Virgin Birth. So that was a big issue in the 
1950s, and something that the ESV has 
changed.

One of the other things I would point you 
to is the continuity between the Old Testa-
ment and New Testament [in the ESV]. 
The RSV was very conscious of trying to 
translate the Old Testament on its own terms 
without reference to the New Testament. 
And so that meant that a lot of links between 
the New Testament and Old, a lot of quota-
tions of the Old Testament in the New, were 
lost in the RSV. So a great example of this is 
Hebrews chapter one builds an argument for 
the divinity of Christ based on Psalm 2 and 
Psalm 45 and Psalm 110. And the way that 
the RSV translates Psalm 2 and Psalm 45:6 
actually gets rid of the divine components 
in those verses and undercuts the argument 

of Hebrews Chapter one. So the ESV does 
a better job at translating those psalms in 
a way that matches their quotations in He-
brews chapter one.

 
What else would you like to say about 
the ESV-CE translation? And particu-
larly, can you explain its approach to 
the question of inclusive language?
Giszczak:  Because the ESV is an update 
of the RSV, there’s a way in which it simul-
taneously feels really familiar — it sounds 
like the Bible that we know — and it also 
feels fresh and new, because the translation 
is changed, updated, and improved over the 
RSV. That’s something nice about the ESV 
translation: It doesn’t feel out of the blue 
or strange. It feels very familiar, and yet 
they’re also getting this update at the same 
time.

The issue of inclusive language has been 
a kind of hot topic in Bible translation. The 
ESV takes a very even-handed approach to 
the issue of inclusive language.

How so?
Giszczak: So, at points where the RSV adopts 
for the meaning “man” or “mankind,” or this sort 
of thing, when there’s no actual male meaning 
in the Hebrew or the Greek, the ESV changes 
that. So I’ll point to say, Luke 6:45, where in the 
RSV, you read “a good man,” in the ESV it is 
“a good person.” However, when the Hebrew or 
the Greek has a male meaning component un-
derlying that translation, the ESV will always 
render that with a male meaning in the English. 
So for example, “man shall not live by bread 
alone.” Right? It doesn’t change those words. 
Whether it be “sons” or “brothers” or these other 
types of words that are often shifted in gender-
inclusive translations, the ESV believes that we 
need to be careful about making those types of 
changes. Because when we make those changes 
in the English, we’re not just changing the text 
to make it more inclusive, we’re actually chang-
ing the meaning of what it teaches. And so the 
ESV is very conscious of the inclusive language 
problem, and has a very consistent strategy for 
translating these types of words.

So what’s one example of what I’m 
going to get with an ESV Catholic 
Edition that my Catholic editions of 
the RSV would not provide me?
Giszczak:  Let me give you one example 
that I find very moving. If you look in John 
6, one of our favourite Eucharistic chapters 
in the Bible, Jesus famously in the discourse 
is objected to by his audience: they say how 
could we eat your flesh, and drink your 
blood? And instead of Jesus explaining, “Oh, 
well it’s only symbolic, that’s not what I re-
ally mean,” he changes the verb that he uses. 
So he had been using the regular verb for 
“eating” to describe the Eucharist, and now 
he switches to a different verb, the verb in 
John 6:54 and 6:56 which really means “to 
chew.” So it shows that this is not just a met-
aphor or a symbol. This is a real physical eat-
ing. Well, in the RSV, they don’t show that. 
It’s just, it just says eat, eat, eat; whereas in 
the ESV, the verb actually changes from eat 
in those first verses to “feeds on” in verses 54 

and 56. So the ESV does a better job of being 
faithful to exactly what Jesus is teaching.

One of the merits of the ESV is that it 
tends to translate the original words, which 
are the same as in English, as much as pos-
sible.

The ESV actually fixes some of the prob-
lems that were there in the RSV. So the RSV 
was slightly criticised in the more difficult 
passages in the Old Testament, particularly 
in places like the Book of Job, for not actu-
ally translating the Hebrew text as it stands, 
but for when they came across a translation 
difficulty, making what’s referred to as a 
textual emendation, where they’re actually 
tweaking the Hebrew letters underlying the 
translation in order to try to make it make 
sense in English. So the ESV revisits those 
verses and tries to translate the Hebrew text 
as it stands without making as many emen-
dations, or guesses, as the RSV did. So in 
that way, I think the ESV is a more reliable 
witness to the Hebrew of the Old Testament.



There is such a thing as a good 
death, a clean one, a death 
that, however sad, leaves 

behind a sense of peace. I have 
been witness to it many times. 
Sometimes this is recognised 
explicitly when someone dies, 
sometimes unconsciously. It is 
known by its fruit.

I remember sitting with a man 
dying of cancer in his mid-fifties, 
leaving behind a young family, 
who said to me: “I don’t believe 
I have an enemy in the world, at 
least I don’t know if I do. I’ve 
no unfinished business.” I heard 
something similar from a young 
woman also dying of cancer 
and also leaving behind a young 
family. Her words: “I thought that 
I’d cried all the tears I had, but 
then yesterday when I saw my 
youngest daughter I found out that 
I had a lot more tears still to cry. 
But I’m at peace. It’s hard, but I’ve 
nothing left that I haven’t given.” 
And I’ve been at deathbeds other 
times when none of this was 
articulated in words, but all of it 
was clearly spoken in that loving 
awkwardness and silence you 
often witness around deathbeds. 

There is a way of dying that leaves 
peace behind.

In the Gospel of John, Jesus gives 
a long farewell speech at the Last 
Supper on the night before he dies. 
His disciples, understandably, are 
shaken, afraid, and not prepared 
to accept the brute reality of his 
impending death. He tries to calm 
them, reassure them, give them 
things to cling to, and he ends with 
these words: I am going away, but 
I will leave you a final gift, the gift 
of my peace.

I suspect that almost everyone 
reading this will have had an 
experience of grieving the death 
of a loved one, a parent, spouse, 
child, or friend, and finding, at 
least after a time, beneath the grief, 
a warm sense of peace whenever 
the memory of the loved one 
surfaces or is evoked.  I lost both 
of my parents when I was in my 
early twenties and, sad as were 
their farewells, every memory of 
them now evokes a warmth. Their 
farewell gift was the gift of peace.

In trying to understand this, it is 
important to distinguish between 
being wanted and being needed. 
When I lost my parents at a young 

age, I still desperately wanted 
them (and believed that I still 
needed them), but I came to realise 
in the peace that eventually settled 
upon our family after their deaths, 
that our pain was in still wanting 
them and not in any longer 
needing them. In their living and 
their dying, they had already 
given us what we needed. There 
was nothing else we needed from 
them. Now we just missed them 
and, irrespective of the sadness of 
their departure, our relationship 
was complete. We were at peace.

The challenge for all of us 

now, of course, is on the other 
side of this equation, namely, the 
challenge to live in such a way that 
peace will be our final farewell gift 
to our families, our loved ones, our 
faith community, and our world. 
How do we do that? How do we 
leave the gift of peace to those we 
leave behind?

Peace, as we know, is a 
whole lot more than the simple 
absence of war and strife. Peace 
is constituted by two things: 
harmony and completeness. To be 
at peace, something has to have 
an inner consistency so that all 
of its movements are in harmony 
with each other and it must also 
have a completeness so that it is 
not still aching for something it 
is missing. Peace is the opposite 
of internal discord or of longing 
for something we lack. When we 
are not at peace, it is because we 
are experiencing chaos or sensing 
some unfinished business inside 
us.  

Positively then, what constitutes 
peace? When Jesus promises 
peace as his farewell gift, he 
identifies it with the Holy Spirit; 
and, as we know, that is the spirit 

of charity, joy, peace, patience, 
goodness, longsuffering, fidelity, 
mildness and chastity.

How do we leave these behind 
when we leave? Well, death 
is no different than life. When 
some people leave anything, a 
job, a marriage, a family or a 
community, they leave chaos 
behind, a legacy of disharmony, 
unfinished business, anger, 
bitterness, jealousy and division. 
Their memory is felt always as a 
cold pain. They are not missed, 
even as their memory haunts. 
Some people on the other hand 
leave behind a legacy of harmony 
and completeness, a spirit of 
understanding, compassion, 
affirmation, and unity. These 
people are missed but the ache is a 
warm one, a nurturing one, one of 
happy memory.

Going away in death has exactly 
the same dynamic. By the way we 
live and die, we will leave behind 
either a spirit that perennially 
haunts the peace of our loved ones, 
or we will leave behind a spirit that 
brings a warmth every time our 
memory is evoked. — By Fr Ron 
Rolheiser, all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Leaving peace behind as 
our farewell gift
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Great news all around. Any chance 
that the ESV-CE could become the 
lectionary in other countries for 
English-speaking Catholics? 
Giszczak: I’ve heard that New Zealand, 
Australia, Ireland and England are consid-
ering adopting the ESV-CE as the Bible for 
their lectionary, and I think they would do 
it sooner than the United States would do it. 
It’s going to take a number of years to get the 
ESV-CE used by Catholics, used by Catholic 
priests, by the Catholic faithful and Catholic 
Biblical scholars. But once they discover this 
translation and become comfortable with it, I 
think you’re going to hear a lot of people then 
ask the US Bishops’ Conference to adopt it. 
So I could see that down the road.

So what kind of changes are we talking 
about between the ESV and the ESV 
Catholic edition?
Giszczak: The ESV Catholic Edition ad-
heres to the translation rules given by the Vat-
ican in the 2001 document, Liturgiam Authen-
ticam. And so certain changes are made in 
order to adhere to that sort of translation pro-
tocol established by the Vatican. But I would 
say that the major difference between the 
Catholic Edition of the ESV and the Protes-
tant ESV is that the Catholic Edition includes 
the deuterocanonical books, which of course 
weren’t there in the Protestant editions. And 
then there are changes made throughout, but 
I wouldn’t say heavy-handed changes. There 
are relatively few changes in the Old Testa-
ment and New, but they’re changes that make 
the translation line up more with Catholic 
doctrine and what the Catechism says, and 
with the way the Catholics understand the 
faith.

The fact that the Protestant ESV and 
Catholic translations are so close — 
and the Catholic changes mutually 
agreed upon — seems to indicate that 
Catholics and Protestants are close to 
having a common Bible in English?
Giszczak: The ESV, I think, gives us hope 
that this translation might be the common 
Bible for Protestant and Catholic English-
speakers for the future. And that’s a really ex-
citing prospect that we’ll be able to read the 
Bible together, and even pray side by side, 
with the same Bible translation. And while 
the RSV is a great precedent of an ecumeni-
cal Bible translation, the ESV follows in that 
pattern where you have a Protestant board of 
translators and a Catholic bishops conference 
agreeing on the translation of the Bible. And 
that really is remarkable.

Now there may be some verses that 
Catholics may be familiar hearing that 
aren’t in the ESV-CE text itself, but are 
actually in the footnotes. Can you talk 
a little bit more about the interplay 
between the footnotes and the reading 
of the text?
Giszczak: In the ESV-CE, the footnotes 
that you’ll find are footnotes that are about 
the textual basis for the translation. Of 
course, the complicated thing about the Bible 
is that the evidence that we have for the text 
of the Bible is in many different manuscripts, 
papyri, and other ancient sources. And they 
don’t all perfectly agree. So the translator 
has to make a certain number of text critical 
decisions in the process of translating, where 
they’re judging between ancient manuscripts 
and deciding which one represents the text 
the best.

Now, the Vatican helped us very greatly 
with the publication of the Nova Vulgata. 

The new Lectionary will use the English Standard Version
The Nova Vulgata gives us the Catholic 
Church’s teaching on what is Scripture, 
and what is not; what is in the canon, and 
what is not; and what the textual basis of 
the Bible should be.

Can you give a couple of examples?
Giszczak: Yes. If you look in almost any 
Bible now, and you look for Acts 8:37, it’s 
not there, right? It’s straight from verse 
36 to the verse 38, because Acts 8:37 was 
in later manuscripts, but it wasn’t in the 
earlier ones. And so that verse has actu-
ally been removed for most modern Bi-
bles, including the Nova Vulgata and the 
ESV Catholic Edition. Another exam-
ple would be in a Jude 1:5. If you look 
that up in your typical Bible, you won’t 
find “Jesus.” But if you look it up in the 
ESV Catholic Edition, it says “Jesus, who 
saved a people out of the land of Egypt.” 
So there the ESV translators made a text 
critical decision based on wide manuscript 
evidence to include the name of Jesus in 
Jude 1:5, even though many other modern 
Bible translations don’t include his name 
there. So, the notes that you’ll find at the 
bottom of the page in the ESV Catholic 
Edition are about those textual decisions. 
They’re very simplified. So, for example, 
in the Old Testament, where the Greek 
and Hebrew texts sometimes don’t agree, 
sometimes you’ll get a note that gives you 
an alternate word for what appears in the 
Greek text as opposed to the Hebrew.
 
What are your next steps to get the 
ESV-CE into the hands of Catholics 
in North America?
Gray: One of the first things I say is be-
cause it’s the Word of God, the printing 
and the layout is of the highest quality it 

can be. And so it needs to be beautiful. 
And so we wanted the Bible to be both 
beautiful and high quality. And that’s one 
of the things we’re doing. We will have 
other versions of ESV-CE coming out in 
the fall. We’ll have a very nice leather 
version. We’ll have a more affordable pa-
perback version and a hardcover edition. 
We have generous margins. A lot of Bi-
bles get printed with very narrow margins 
because they’re trying to save space and 
save money and just be efficient. But we 
want people to live in the Bible. We want 
people to use their Bible to study, to pray, 
to read daily.
Giszczak: We’re also working on a new 
app to also present the Bible in an elec-
tronic format.
 
Thank you so much. Any final 
thought or comment that you’d like 
to leave our readers with?
Giszczak: Maybe a final thought would 
be about Cardinal Oswald Gracias, who 
gave this Bible its imprimatur, and who 
has really been leading the Catholic bish-
ops conference of India. Cardinal Gracias 
is a member of Pope Francis’ top advisory 
team, the Council of Cardinals, and he has 
been a very generous sponsor of the ESV 
Catholic Edition project and of the new 
lectionary in India. He wrote the foreword 
to the ESV Catholic Edition, and said that 
he hopes this translation will be a gift that 
the Church of India can give to the uni-
versal Church. And so we’re very grate-
ful to Cardinal Gracias for making this 
transition possible. — By Peter Jesserer 
Smith, NCRegister

First appeared on May 13 in the National 
Catholic Register
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A roof over the head is an un-
thinkable proposition for many poor 
people in India’s southern state of 
Kerala. Yet a Franciscan Missionar-
ies of Mary (FMM) nun, armed with 
just compassion and determination, 
has managed to provide 150 houses 
to those in need.

Sr Lizzy Chakkalakal, 52, said the 
idea of helping the impoverished re-
ceive proper housing in Kochi, the 
commercial hub of Kerala, was ini-
tially a daunting task.

“But somehow my faith in Jesus 
supplied me with the strength and 
courage to walk through each day’s 
demands with hope in my heart,” 
said Sr Chakkalakal, who is the head 
of Our Lady’s Convent Girls Higher 
Secondary School.

“One day I went to the home of 
one of my students who had just lost 
her father,” Sr Chakkalakal said.

“I was appalled at the conditions 
they were living in. Her ramshackle 

hut could have collapsed any mo-
ment,” she said.

“The scene kept haunting me, 
and I wanted to help the girl’s fam-
ily. So, I spoke to some teachers and 
students. All pooled in and we were 
able to provide them with a more du-
rable structure,” the nun said.

“Then I thought to myself; if all 
it took was a little motivation on 
my part, why not help other poor 
students who desperately needed a 
proper shelter?”

Sr Chakkalakal then established 
the House Challenge project in 2012.

The nun said she was also spurred 

on by the thought that so many of 
the girls lacked privacy in their own 
homes in what were often stressful 
living conditions.

“Some lived in a one-room ten-
ement in a coastal slum with an 
alcoholic father who would come 
home and abuse the mother and 

children,” she said.  
Sr Chakkalakal said that children 

living in such conditions develop an 
inferiority complex and lack self-
esteem.

“For me, the main purpose of 
education is the integral and holistic 
development of every student,” the 
nun said.

“I realised that these students 
cannot attain this objective without 
some basic facilities in life. One can-
not grow with self-confidence and 
dignity living in such pathetic condi-
tions.”

Our Lady’s Convent Girls Higher 
Secondary School is known as a 
‘socio-friendly school’. Sr Chak-
kalakal said it organises a variety of 
outreach programmes to inculcate in 
students love, sharing, compassion, 
team spirit, fraternal sensitivity, and 
other values that lead to personal 
commitment and social responsibili-
ty. — By Rita Joseph, LiCAS.news

Ernakulam MP Hibi Eden (in white shirt) hands over the ‘key’ for the 90th house to one of the student’s family in the 
presence of students, parents, staff and benefactors. Sister Lizzy Chakkalakal (in pink next to Ernakulam MP).

TAMIL NADU: During the time of 
COVID-19, a typical day for Fr R. 
Jesudass begins with preparing aid 
for poor families around the village 
of Dharmapuri in India’s southern 
state of Tamil Nadu.

This has become the 45-year-
old’s new normal ever since the 
lockdown was put in place to sup-
press the spread of the new corona-
virus.  

Popularly known as Fr Jessu, he 
then drives the supplies — cooking 
oil, flour, wheat, medicine, sanitis-
ers and water — out to people hit 
hard by the lockdown measures.

On March 24, the Indian gov-
ernment imposed the countrywide 
lockdown. As of May 12, the virus 
has killed 2,294 people and infect-
ed more than 70,000 people in the 
country of 1.2 billion population.

Fr Jessu — who works as a direc-
tor of the church-run Dharmapuri 
Social Service Society —initially 

sensed trouble when he was at a 
Caritas India seminar in the capital 
New Delhi, focusing on cancer sur-
vivors on Feb 11. There, he came to 
know about the coronavirus.

The priest became conscious of 
what measures were needed to pre-
vent the spread of the virus and he 
began looking at ways by which he 
could help his area deal with this 
new threat.

“It was February when I started 
purchasing masks and distributing 
them among the people who work 
in crowded spaces,” said Fr Jessu.

“Then I went from school to 
school, providing awareness to 
students about the precautionary 
measures required to be taken to 
keep the virus at bay,” he said.

“It was like preparing the ground 
for a major battle,” he said.

Jonaamma, a volunteer with 
the church’s social service wing, 
said that most of the locals back 

in February were surprised to see 
the priest distributing masks and 
spreading awareness about the cor-
onavirus.

“We had heard about the virus 
in the news, but Fr was impress-
ing upon us the need to start a re-
sponse strategy while others had 
not thought about it. That month 
we had seminars, awareness camps 
and roadshows,” Jonaamma said.

“And then massive relief work 
was initiated in April,” he added.

Since the lockdown began, local 
church efforts in Dharmapuri have 
reached to more than 3,000 fami-
lies. These are folks having it tough 
because they have no means to earn 
a livelihood due to the lockdown 
measures.  

Onwards from April 2, help-
ing people in the area affected by 
the lockdown has been a non-stop 
process. Each day Fr Jessu, church 
volunteers and officials have been 
helping those most in need, which 
has also included migrant workers, 
Sri Lankan refugees and Leprosy 
patients.

Some of his team gather details 
of what is needed, by whom, and Fr 
Jessu uses the information to gather 
supplies.

“I load the commodities into my 
vehicle and deliver them myself to 
the needy. Sometimes we have to 
trek for hours in treacherous terrain 
to deliver help, but all this is soul 
soothing,” he said.

Around a hundred families get 
direct help each day, he said.

“Helping the poor and needy 
gives me solace. I was born and 
raised in a poor family and I’m 
aware of the hardships that poverty 
brings.” — By Peerzada Ummer, 
LiCAS.news

Indian priest leads local efforts helping 
poor affected by pandemic lockdown

Caritas Singapore urges donations 
to Church’s COVID-19 charity

Building hope, brick by 
brick, in southern IndiaPoor
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A migrant family receives supplies from Fr R. Jesudass and other church 
officials. (LiCas News/Peeezada Ummer)

SINGAPORE: Caritas Singapore, 
the social and development arm 
of the Catholic Church in the city-
state, is playing a leading role in re-
sponding to the emergency caused 
by the novel coronavirus pandemic. 

Archbishop William Goh Seng 
Chye called on the faithful to help 
the community and people in dif-
ficulty, especially those affected by 
the COVID-19 outbreak. Despite a 
drop in funding, he said, “Catholics 
must support” those who work “for 
the most affected people, the un-
employed, those suffering from de-
pression or in financial difficulty.”

“The social service of the 
Church, the humanitarian work of 
the Church is part and parcel of the 
Gospel,” said the archbishop in an 
appeal on behalf of Caritas, during 
Mass streamed live on Sunday.

One of the consequences of the 
novel coronavirus pandemic is the 
drop in private donations and offer-
ings, which are crucial to charities 
of all faiths in the city-state, one 
of the most modern and developed 
countries in Asia. 

With public Masses suspended 
since February 15, the Catholic 
Church has seen offerings and do-
nations drop. The Society of St 
Vincent de Paul charity, which saw 
donations fall by 90 per cent, has 
launched an online fundraiser tar-

geting Singapore’s 400,000 Catho-
lics.

With COVID-19, other faith 
communities such as Methodist 
and Baptist Churches, as well as 
Hindu and Taoist temples, are also 
experiencing a shortage in funds to 
support their charities. 

Caritas said they raised US$5,000 
to help especially the victims of the 
COVID-19’s economic fallout. 
More than 2,000 families in need 
receive aid.

Caritas Singapore also has a 
wing dealing with the archdio-
cese’s overseas humanitarian aid 
called “Caritas Humanitarian Aid 
& Relief Initiatives, Singapore”, or 
CHARIS.  

According to Archbishop Goh, 
fundraising and charitable work 
are essential "to provide food and 
medicine to those suffering from 
this pandemic.” Hence, “Those 
who can, should help people in dif-
ficulty.”

He urged those who “have some 
extra money to be generous and 
visit the Archdiocese’s website to 
make a donation, each according to 
their possibilities.”

Whatever be the donation, the 
archbishop urged, “give with a 
happy heart, a joyful heart” because 
“God loves a cheerful giver.” — By 
Robin Gomes, Vatican News

Archbishop William Goh of Singapore at Mass. 



JAKARTA: Muslims in an Indonesian vil-
lage are defying COVID-19 social distanc-
ing restrictions by holding mass gatherings 
at their local mosque, saying they fear God 
more than the government.

The leader of the mosque in East Nusa 
Tenggara province’s West Manggarai dis-
trict rejected orders from local officials for 
villagers to stop praying together in a video 
posted on social media on May 9 that has 
since gone viral.

The refusal comes despite two people 
having already tested positive for the virus 
in the district.

“People who come to the mosque have 
their own considerations,” the mosque 
leader said.

He claimed gatherings were not a viola-
tion of government protocols but were acts 
of religious obedience.

“We have no religious responsibility to 
the government. Our religious responsibili-
ty is to God. If the government forbids us to 
carry out religious activities, we will make 
thousands of excuses,” he added.

He claimed his village had no infections 
and was entitled to hold mass worshipping 
under a fatwa issued by the Indonesian Ul-

ema Council, which said mosques in unaf-
fected areas could still hold mass prayers.

Bonaventura Abunawan, the subdistrict 
head, said that despite warnings to obey 
the government, some Muslims insisted on 
praying at the mosque during Ramadan.

“We will monitor what happens at the 
next Friday prayers before deciding what to 
do next,” he added.

Maria Geong, deputy head of West Man-
ggarai district, said the dispute stems from a 
lack of understanding about the COVID-19 
pandemic and the danger it poses.

“Efforts to communicate with and edu-

cate people about the coronavirus have 
been slower than its spread,” she said.

The two people who tested positive in 
the district were Muslims who had attended 
a gathering in Gowa, South Sulawesi, in 
March. Efforts are still being made in West 
Manggarai district to identify all those who 
had contact with the two.

At present, 1,500 people were being test-
ed for the virus in the district.

Indonesia has recorded 14,032 Covid-19 
cases — 13 in East Nusa Tenggara — and 
973 deaths as of May 11. — By Ryan Da-
gur, ucanews.com

Pandemic provides impetus 
to build bridges of fraternity

VATICAN: The role of religious leaders in 
addressing the multiples challenges of COV-
ID-19: That was the theme of a virtual UN 
conference held on May 12 which focused 
on a number of important issues, including 
the role Religious Leaders can play in pro-
moting unity and solidarity at this challeng-
ing time.

Among those taking part in the meeting 
was Cardinal Miguel Ángel Ayuso Guixot, 
President of the Pontifical Council for Inter-
religious Dialogue.

He began his speech by recalling an empty 
St Peter’s Square where, on March 27, Pope 
Francis prayed for an end to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

He also quoted the Pope’s words on that 
rain and wind swept evening: “We have re-
alised that we are on the same boat, all of us 
fragile and disoriented, but at the same time 
important and needed, all of us called to row 
together, each of us in need of comforting 
the other.”

During his intervention, the Cardinal fo-
cused on three key points: unity, solidarity 
and fraternity.

Speaking about unity, he said, “we must 
always remember that the basis of our col-
laboration and dialogue is the common root 
of our humanity; we are all part of our hu-
man family”.

“I believe,” he continued, “that we have 
become more united and we have under-
stood that our life, the life of our communi-

ties, cannot be separated from that of others. 
We are dependent on each other”.  

Cardinal Ayuso underlined that, “our 
feeling of unity is not from the strength of 
economic power or that of arms, but rather 
because we have discovered ourselves as 
weak and fragile and, therefore, in need of 
each other.”

Turning to the second key point, solidar-
ity, the Cardinal said, “This awareness of 
our unity, requires us, as religious leaders 
together with our communities, to be in soli-
darity with hard-hit humanity.”

He stressed that “this cannot, in fact, be a 

moment of indifference, or selfishness, or di-
vision; with the whole of humanity suffering, 
we must be united in facing the pandemic”.

“The way forward is to find the courage to 
open the space for new forms of solidarity” 
the Cardinal said.

He also emphasised that no one should be 
“left behind" at this difficult time.

“I believe,” said Cardinal Ayuso, “that the 
emergence of this epidemic requires a great 
effort, obviously in terms of health and eco-
nomics”, but it also requires an even greater 
effort “to lay a new foundation for defeating 
all injustice and inequality”.

The world, he underlined, must not return 
to what it was before the pandemic, but rath-
er it must “seize the opportunity to create a 
new and better global society”.

On the issue of fraternity, the Cardinal 
said that as one human family, “we recog-
nise each other as brothers and sisters” and 
that “this awareness is the first step to tear-
ing down the walls raised because fear and 
ignorance”.

“This pandemic provides the impetus to 
try seek to build bridges of friendship and 
fraternity, which are fundamental for the 
good of all humanity. This spirit of frater-
nity, in which we are united, will sustain us 
and help us to overcome these difficult mo-
ments”.

Recalling the Pope’s Easter Urbi et Orbi 
message, Cardinal Ayuso, said that in this 
time of uncertainty, our mission is to spread 
“a contagion of hope”.

He also invited people to take part in the 
day of prayer, fasting and good deeds pro-
posed by the Higher Committee for Human 
Fraternity, which was observed on May 14.

The Cardinal concluded his intervention 
by saying that religious leaders are called to 
promote unity, solidarity and fraternity.

“I hope that out of this difficult moment 
we can all emerge better than we were be-
fore, and help our society to be ready to 
change everything that is necessary, not only 
following the laws of economic profit.” — 
Vatican News

Indonesian Muslims put religion before COVID-19 rules

Cardinal Miguel Ángel Ayuso Guixot. (Vatican News)
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JAKARTA: Indonesian authorities and reli-
gious leaders responded favourably to Pope 
Francis’ invitation to pray on Thursday (May 
14) to ask God for help against the pandemic.

The High Committee for Human Brother-
hood launched the initiative aimed at every 
person, in every part of the world, regardless 
of their religion, faith or doctrine.

For Moch. Qasim Mathar, from Aliu-
din Islamic State University in Makassar 
(southern Sulawesi), Indonesians can be 
expected to respond positively to the Pope’s 
appeal. “Our country has the most Muslims 
in the world, and their active participation in 
prayers would benefit the pontiff’s call.”

Amany Lubis, dean of Syarif Hidayatullah 
State Islamic University in Jakarta, agrees. 
“The initiative is a great tool to promote 
brotherhood among all human beings in this 
time of difficulty.”

Archbishop Cardinal Ignatius Suharyo 
Hardjoatmodjo of Jakarta wrote a special 
prayer to help people overcome the crisis.

In it, he calls on the merciful God to pro-
tect humanity from the disease, to allow the 

infected to heal, and to welcome the dead in 
his glory, whilst giving comfort to their rela-
tives.

The cardinal also asks the Lord to guide 
the country’s leaders, doctors, nurses and 
scientists in their efforts against the disease.

The prayer ends with a request for help to 
promote social tolerance and compassion for 
others, especially those suffering from the 
pandemic.

More than 14,000 cases of COVID-19 
have been reported in Indonesia, with about 
2,400 people hospitalised, and almost a thou-
sand deaths.

Religious groups are making a major con-
tribution to the fight against the coronavirus, 
their representatives say.

Even the government held a moment of 
prayer on May 14, broadcast on state TV and 
some private broadcasters.

President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo opened 
the event, called the National prayer for 
social solidarity, which was led by various 
religious leaders, namely Kiai Hajj Quraish 
Shihab for Muslims, Card Suharyo for 

Catholics, Rev Ronny Mandang for Protes-
tants, Ida Pedanda Nabe Gede Bang Buruan 
Manuaba for Hindus, Sri Panyavaro Mahat-

era for Buddhists, and Budi S Tanuwibowo 
for Confucians. — By Mathias Hariyadi,       
AsiaNews

Indonesian leaders pray with Pope against the coronavirus

The Indonesian government held a moment of prayer on May 14, broadcast on state TV and some 
private broadcasters.
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Across

5. One who gives help or 
advice
6. To have a strong affection 
and attraction for someone
7. To give an order with 
authority
8. The first person of the 
Trinity: God the _________

Down

1.To be alive or have life   
2. For all time; time without 
end   
3. The whole earth and all 
the people on it.   
4. Children who have no par-
ents

FATHER 
COUNSELOR

FOREVER
LIVE

WORLD
COMMAND

LOVE 
ORPHANS 

The Ascension is one 
of the great feasts 
of the Church.

Jesus went up, Body 
and Soul into Heaven 
to be with His Father 
where He is waiting 

for all of us. 
Jesus didn't  just 

ascend to heaven and 
leave us without any 
help. Nine days later 
after He went into 

Heaven, He sent the 
Holy Spirit who would 

help and guide His 
followers. 

Dear children, 
In today’s Gospel lesson, Jesus 
said to His disciples, “Those who 
accept My commandments and obey 
them are the ones who love Me. 
And because they love Me, My Fa-
ther will love them. And I will love 
them."

It means that it isn't enough just 
to say we love Jesus. Instead, we 
have to show God our love by DO-
ING the right things – just like you 
show your love to your parents, 
relatives or friends. 
Children, what are some things 

we can do to show our love for Je-

sus? The Bible is a good place to 
find the answer. Perhaps some of 
the Bible quotes listed below can 
help you to show your love for Je-
sus: 
l Love one another (John 13:34-
35)
l Tell others about Jesus (Acts 

1:8)
l Talk to him daily in prayer 
(Matthew 26:41)
l Read his Word (Psalm 119:11)
l Forgive others as you forgive 
us (Matthew 6:15)

Aunty Eliz

Ascension 
of the Lord
~21st May

2020~

“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you 
... (John 14: 18

Let's 
Colour 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, 
to be with you forever (John 14:16) 

God mounts HIs throne to shouts of joy! 

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner
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DENVER: A young Catholic 
artist has drawn an image 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

on her parents’ driveday, bringing 
religious art to her local community 
during the quarantine.

The Diocese of Fargo posted on Facebook 
May 4 an image of Our Lady of Lourdes 
drawn by Maria Loh, a 17-year old who grew 
up in Fargo. She said it was an enjoyable expe-
rience to share her faith and art with her neigh-
bourhood.

“Being able to interact with people when 
they walked by was very moving in a way 
because a lot of people have never really seen 
sidewalk art done like that locally. So being 
able to share in that kind of experience, it was 
very, very good,” she told CNA.

Loh has recently been inspired by chalk art 
and pastels which, she said, have vibrant and 
beautiful colours. She has drawn on the side-
walks a few times, including two images of 
Mary — Madonna of the Lillies and the Pieta 
by William Adolphe-Bouguereau.

Her most recent chalk drawing was Our 
Lady of Lourdes by Hector Garrido — an im-
age she had seen as a magnet on her grandpar-
ents’ refrigerator growing up. The picture has 
always been an inspiration, she said, noting 
that she decided to replicate it after Our Lady 
of Lourdes Shrine in France had temporarily 

closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
“I heard that the shrine had been 

temporarily closed off to the 
public, and I remember … 
thinking that was really sad 
because, especially in this 
time, we’re really looking 
for healing in more ways 
than one, like physically 
and mentally and spiritually,” 
she said.

“It really felt like people wouldn’t 
be able to go to experience that. So I felt like 

drawing this image of Our Lady 
of Lourdes would be a good 

way to remind people that 
Our Lady is still with us 
even if we can’t go to 
her shrine.”

Loh, the oldest 
of five, has been 
involved with art 

projects and drawing 
her entire life. She said, 

growing up in a Catholic family, 
she has been inspired by her faith and 

the religious art in churches.
“I see our faith as so precious... Especially 

in the form of the Eucharist - the actual body 
and blood of Christ, I’ve seen that we are very 
blessed to have that in our faith. It’s something 
that has impacted a lot of my life growing up,” 
she said.

While she was working on the piece, Loh 
said, a majority of passersby did not know who 
the lady in the image was. She expressed hope 
that the picture would help remind people of 
Mary and the beauty of the Church which, she 
said, is a powerful attraction to the faith.

“One thing that I hope this kind of art and 
image will evoke is a desire to come to know 
who Mary is and how rich our faith is. … All 
the beautiful art that can be seen in Catholic 
churches, especially like in Rome, there’s 
almost a transcendental beauty to them that 
draws people into the faith to come to know 
things that they’ve never dreamed of before,” 
she said.

As Loh finishes her junior year of high 
school, she expressed the possibility of art 
school after graduation but, while she is still 
uncertain of the future, she said art will not be 
dropped anytime soon.

“I can definitely see [art school] being a 
possibility. I’ll have to spend some time, es-
pecially with God trying to figure out what he 
wants me to do. But, I don’t think art is going 
out of my life anytime soon,” she said. — By 
Pery West, CNA

VIETNAM: Three young people from Nam 
Dinh, in north Vietnam, made an impressive 
sand sculpture on the beach of the Nghia Hung 
district, depicting the Pope’s special “Urbi et 
Orbi” blessing and prayer held at the Vatican 
on March 27, as the world battled the Covid-19 
pandemic.   

Urbi et Orbi and cross
The Holy Father presided over the evening 
prayer service in a deserted and silent St. Peter’s 
Square under a steady rain. Standing tall in front 
of the basilica was a 16th-century cross that was 
specially brought for the occasion from Rome’s 
Saint Marcello’s Church. 

The cross, which had miraculously remained 
unscathed in a church fire, had been taken in a 
procession from Saint Marcello to St. Peter’s in 
1522 during the great plague of Rome. 

The young Vietnamese recreated the March 
27 scene in a 4 x 5-metre artwork in sand, with 

the Pope looking up to the crucified Christ on 
the cross in silent prayer. 

Lai Trinh, a professional wood sculptor and 
his two Catholic friends, Nguyen Son and Tran 
Nhat created the sand sculpture in three hours.  
They used simple tools such as a shovel, string, 
knife, trowel, and a large brush.

Pope’s inspiration
Speaking to a journalist, Lai Trinh said that all 
three who are passionate about sculpture, have 
created this piece entitled, “The Pope prays”.  
They wanted to express their religious faith and 
invite everyone to join in the fight against the 
COVID-19 pandemic, inspired by the scene of 
Pope Francis.   

“We are inspired by the image of the Pope 
praying for the world to escape from the COV-
ID-19 pandemic,” Lai Trinh said.  Sculpting, 
he explained, is their daily work, but making a 
work entirely of sand is a novelty.

Nguyen Son said that with great devotion 
they participated in the “Urbi et Orbi” blessing 
and prayer that was streamed live online, even 
though it was midnight in Vietnam.

It is not the first time that Lai Trinh has created 
a sand sculpture. He had earlier made a 5-me-
ter tall sculpture of the Pope in a beach in Nam 
Dinh.

“Pope Francis prays” was created on May 
1. It was a welcome surprise for thousands of 
people who flocked to the beach because of two 
consecutive holidays. — By Robin Gomes,          
Vatican News

Maria Loh drawing an image of Our Lady of Lourdes on the driveway of her home to celebrate 
the Blessed Virgin during the month of May. (CNA photo/Diocese of Fargo facebook)

Vietnamese sand sculpture recalls Pope’s Covid-19 “Urbi et Orbi”
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The young Vietnamese recreated the Pope’s 
special “Urbi et Orbi” blessing and prayer 
held at the Vatican on March 27 scene in a 
4x5-meter artwork at the beach of the Nghia 
Hung district. (Vatican News)

Catholic teen seeks to inspire 
neighborhood with Marian 

sidewalk art

One thing that I hope 
this kind of art and 
image will evoke is a 

desire to come to know 
who Mary is and how 
rich our faith is.…
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Brotherhood and 
sisterhood 

KUALA LUMPUR: Within the restrictions of the 
MCO, many unexpected things have come about. 
From virtual bird-watching to animals return-
ing to their original habitats, the birth of the JPII 
Teens Ministry was just as unforeseen. 

Dreaming of a church that will continue to ex-
ist during this present season, the ministry strives 
to create a space for teens to gather to chat, grow 
and explore their faith.

The Ministry recently held a series of ses-
sions on brotherhood and sisterhood based on the 
Theology of the Body. The series raised serious 
conversations on topics related to true authentic 
brotherly and sisterly relationships while shed-
ding light on the roadblocks preventing us from 
reaching it. Paired with the discussions were also 
exciting games and prizes delivered via Grab-
Food. 

The sessions explored what it means to culti-
vate and possess a disposition of sacrifice, humil-
ity, and empathy, as displayed in Christ’s charac-
ter and through other notable people such as the 
women at the feet of the cross and Fr Maximilian 
Kolbe, lifting each other up in times of sorrow 
and sacrificing one’s life for another respectively. 
Covered additionally were the roadblocks asso-
ciated with achieving fervent friendship such as 
competition and comparison, the perversion of 
sensual and sentimental attraction, and protect-
ing one self from personal voids and insecurities. 
To complement this, subjects on remedying such 

issues were also discussed. For instance, imitat-
ing the emotional virtue of Christ and strengthen-
ing one’s empathetic ability. It stressed that this 
is achievable when one’s heart chooses to grow 
in a deeper relationship with Jesus, the One who 
can ultimately grant us peace and true compan-
ionship. 

Although formed in unusual times, the St JPII 
Teens Ministry is ready to take on the task of con-
necting with others virtually but always with God 
personally. 

We remain virtually connected but spiritually 
united. — By Mark Tan From JCC

KOTA PADAWAN: The intention of singing 
cover songs during the Movement Control 
Order (MCO) was originally initiated by a 
group of youths who are serving in differ-
ent ministries in the church but love doing 
music together.

Initially, the first cover song entitled Waktu 
Tuhan, first sung by NDC Worship from In-
donesia, was made to fritter away time dur-
ing the first two weeks of MCO. Somehow, 
we managed to uplift more spirits and more 
friends decided that they would like to par-
ticipate if we were to produce another video.

The second and third video projects were 
the cover songs for Mengikut Yesus and Ker-
na SalibMu, which were specifically pro-
duced for Holy Week.

As time passed, we brought in more young 
people to join us for the fourth cover song, 
Take and Receive (Bukas Palad Music Min-
istry of the Philippines), the song which was 
usually sung during Presentation of Gifts 
or sometimes during Communion at Holy 
Mass.

The fifth song video, entitled Bapa Kami, 
was composed by our own youths of St 
Joachim in year 2010. All videos are avail-
able on ‘The Pilgrims: St Joachim, Bt 12’ 
page in the social media platforms … Face-
book, Instagram and YouTube.

Besides making videos, we also had a 
series of Bible Quizzes during our stay-at-
home period. By doing all these activities 
during MCO, we managed to fill in our extra 
time, keep in touch with our friends through 
social media, and serve and bless those who 
watch our videos. We believe these are also 
some ways to spread the Good News about 
our risen Lord.

There are challenges in creating and pub-
lishing such videos. Our patience was often 
tested with the slow internet connection. We 

could not expect others to submit their vide-
os on time as they too were having problems 
with their internet connection or sometimes, 
they were swamped with school work and 
other priorities.

However, through God’s grace, they were 
committed to contributing their part in the 
video making. Our friend who does the 
video editing uses a free application, Power 
Director, which is installed through Google 
Play to arrange and to edit the collection of 
videos. Not an easy task, but he managed 
well because the Holy Spirit was with him 
throughout, with patience and guidance!

Above all, we are thankful that technol-
ogy has helped us to be creative and proac-
tive in spreading the Good News. We also 
hope that our simple videos will inspire 
more young people to spare a bit of time 
and solitude as well as to share their God-
given talents to serve others during these 
difficult moments.

Fun facts about The Pilgrims
The Church Youth Ministry of St Joachim, 
Batu 12 has been active since the early ‘90s. 
This humble church is situated at 12th Mile, 
Kuching Serian Road, and the community 
has grown since it was first founded in the 
year 1984.

Over the years, the community residing in 
this area has increased, and more young peo-
ple have started to come and join in the youth 
ministry, serving together during Masses or 
any activity organised by the church.

We call ourselves ‘The Pilgrims’ because 
all of us are from different towns and back-
grounds, but we came with the same inten-
tion, which is to glorify God and to become 
disciples of Jesus.

The Pilgrims collaborate with other youth 
ministries, and have collaborated with Em-
powered Ministry for Easter Rally (ER) 
2018 and ER 2019. — By Mabel Salin / 
Lucia Lunggan, Today’s Catholic

The Malacca-Johore Diocese (MJD) 
Youth Ministry and Campus Minis-

try has been posting various sharings 
through social media — four days a 
week. 

Sunday with the Shepherds 
A Reflection of the Sunday’s Readings 
in four different Languages (English, 
Bahasa, Tamil and Chinese) by priests 
of Malacca-Johore Diocese.

Testimony Tuesdays
Youth and Campus Students share 
their experiences of the youth camps 
they participated in, being part of the 
Catholic Student Society and their faith 
journey.

Talent Thursdays
Youth showcase their talents (singing, 
dancing, photography, etc).

Sharing Saturdays
The Counselling Ministry shares simple 
steps to overcome mental health and 
Religious sisters share their vocation 
stories. 

Follow them on:
www.facebook.com/
groups/mjdyouthministry

https://www.instagram.
com/mjd_youth_ministry/

What our 
Diocesan 

Youth 
Ministries
are doing

How we cope with MCO: 
the St Joachim ‘Pilgrims’ way

Youths of St Joachim singing Bapa Kami.
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JAKARTA: To many Indonesians, Agusti-
nus Kurdi, 71, was just an actor who starred 
in numerous movies and television series.

However, for Catholics, he was more 
than an actor. He contributed to promot-
ing inculturation in the Indonesian Church, 
particularly Javanese culture in the liturgy, 
which was in line with the spirit of Vatican 
II.

Now Javanese Catholics can sing some 
of his songs during church liturgy.

Despite being kept busy in the enter-
tainment industry, Kurdi, who was born 
on Sept. 22, 1948, in Pekalongan, Central 
Java, devoted a lot of his time to church 
activities and to sharing his talents and 
knowledge with younger church members.

“He promoted inculturation by com-
posing Javanese songs for the liturgy and 
sculptured Marian statues in the Javanese 
style,” said Fr Yustinus Sulistiadi, a former 
student of Kurdi.

Fr Sulistiadi met Kurdi when he was 
studying at the Jakarta Driyarkara School 
of Philosophy where Kurdi taught theatre 
class for seminarians. After his ordination, 
he often worked with him in cultural ac-
tivities including plays, seminars, and dis-
cussions.

“We should learn from this Catholic 
man who did so much to transfer culture 
to Catholic youths,” the priest said, adding 

that Kurdi was raised in a Muslim family 
but at the age of 30 converted to Catholi-
cism.

Until the end of his life, Kurdi was a pa-
rishioner at St Mark’s Church in Depok, 
West Java, where he also helped conduct 
inculturation programmes.

Jesuit Fr Francis Xavier Mudji Sutristo, 
a lecturer at the Jakarta Driyarkara School 
of Philosophy, also praised Kurdi. He said 
the actor gave colour to church liturgy in-
cluding the tablo, an enactment of Jesus’ 
passion and death on Good Fridays.

“That’s what Vatican II encourages us 
to do. He taught seminarians how to use 
theatre to convey the Good News using lo-
cal culture,” the priest said, adding that the 
theatre the actor started at the school is still 
running.

Kurdi also taught theatrical art at Catho-
lic high schools in Jakarta.

“He emphasised interfaith theatre by in-
volving all people from any religion. This 
was one of his contributions to the nation. 
He was a warrior of pluralism,” Fr Sutristo 
said.

Kurdi died on May 8 from a brain tumour 
in Jakarta and was buried at the Bengkel 
Theater during a special funeral for artists 
in Cipayung, East Jakarta.

“I believe death is not the end of every-
thing. So, we offer him to God,” said Maria 

Advena Victoria, 34, Kurdi’s daughter.
Kurdi had become blind but still acted. 

His last movie, Terima Kasih Emak, Terima 
Kasih Abah (Thanks Mom, Thanks Dad), 
was scheduled to be released in cinemas in 
Jakarta on April 20 but the COVID-19 out-
break put a stop to that.

According to Fr Sulistiadi, Kurdi did the 
movie “because it promotes family values, 
unity, loyalty and love.”

Kurdi wanted to encourage people to 
build stronger families in the face of mod-
ern-day challenges such as consumerism 
and rising divorce rates.

Fr Sulitiadi celebrated a livestreamed 
requiem Mass for Kurdi from St Gregory 
the Great Church in Kutabumi, Tangerang, 
Banten, before his burial on May 9.

Kurdi started his acting career in 1970 
by joining the acclaimed theater troupe 
Bengkel Teater, led by the late poet and 
actor Willibrordus Surendra Broto Ren-
dra. He gained recognition for his roles in 
numerous movies including Putri Seorang 
Jendral (A General’s Daughter) and Gadis 
Penakluk (Conquering Girl).

Kurdi studied at the Indonesia Fine Art 
Academy in Yogyakarta and continued at 
the School of Art Theater Program at New 
York University from 1976 to 1978.

He starred in at least 17 movies and 
earned prestigious awards, including 

the Indonesian Movie Actors Lifetime 
Achievement Award and the Citra Cup for 
best actor.

He also won best actor awards at three 
Indonesian film festivals. — By Konradus 
Epa, ucanews.com

Catholic actor Agustinus Adi Kurdi, who died 
on May 8, used his acting and sculpting skills 
for the Indonesian Church’s inculturation in 
Javanese culture. (UCA News photo)

Indonesian Catholics mourn 
“warrior of pluralism”

The coronavirus pandemic has upended 
social life, politics and the economy. 

It may also transform the nature of griev-
ing, an expert on the mourning process has 
said.

Dr Lynn Bassett told CNA that relatives 
of those dying of the coronavirus were 
likely to experience a form of bereavement 
known as “complicated grief,” associated 
with sudden death.

Bassett, who served for 14 years as a 
healthcare chaplain, is a consultant for the 
Art of Dying Well at St. Mary’s Univer-
sity in Twickenham, London, a center for 
public engagement, research and policy on 
death, dying and bereavement.

“Coronavirus is giving us sudden death 
because people are often quite well and 
deteriorate very rapidly,” she said. “It’s 

leaving us not being able to say goodbye 
because of the infection problems.”

“People are whisked away and you may 
not see them. The chances of having a 
conversation are probably small. And then 
there’s the enormity of the whole pandem-
ic.

The UK has been badly hit by the virus. 
On May 5, the country overtook Italy as the 
European country with the highest number 
of recorded deaths from the coronavirus.

According to media reports, many have 
died in hospital with family members iso-
lated at home.

“It is just so difficult,” Bassett said. 
“We’ve never known anything like this. 
My background is in palliative care. 
We’ve spent so much time encouraging 
people to sit by the bedside and be with 

their loved ones.”
“And suddenly it’s just a complete rever-

sal. We’re hearing the stories: people are 
swept away in an ambulance and their fam-
ily never see them again. And that compli-
cates grief so much.”

Bassett praised medical workers for their 
care of patients and families during the 
pandemic, noting that hospitals have dedi-
cated liaison staff who keep in touch with 
relatives.

“But, even with patients who do not have 
the virus, it doesn’t alter the fact that their 
relatives may not be allowed in or they 
may only be allowed a few minutes. They 
may be fully garbed up in PPE [personal 
protective equipment]. They may have a 
view through a window. Or they might just 
be at home – which is unimaginable.”

Frozen grief
Citing the psychotherapist Julia Samuel, 
Bassett said that relatives’ grief might be 
“frozen” until the crisis eases.

“Because we are living in the middle of 
it, it somehow almost stops the permission 
to begin to grieve,” she said. “There is a 
funeral, but not as we know it. There’s no 
church funeral, no hymns, no family there, 
or not many – all those things that support 
the understanding of the reality of the death 
are diminished.”

“The concrete experiences that help you 
to move from denial to acceptance are not 
so much there.”

There are reports on social media of rela-
tives only being able to watch the funerals 
of their loved ones via livestream due to the 
lockdown.  — CNA

‘We’ve never known anything like this’ – 
Helping people mourn during coronavirus
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VATICAN: That you may tell your chil-
dren and grandchildren that life creates 
history. This is the theme chosen by Pope 
Francis for the 54th World Day of Social 
Communications, which will be celebrat-
ed next Sunday, May 24, 2020, the Sun-
day before Pentecost. 

By choosing this theme, taken from 
a passage in the Book of Exodus, Pope 
Francis underlines how particularly pre-
cious is the patrimony of memory in com-
munications. The Pope has emphasised 
many times that there is no future with-
out being rooted in the lived history. He 
has helped us understand that memory is 
not to be considered as a “static body”, 
but more like a “dynamic reality”. It is by 
means of memory that the stories, hopes, 
dreams and experiences of one generation 
are passed on to another.

In addition, the next World Commu-
nications Day’s theme reminds us that 

every story is born out of life, from in-
teracting with others. Communications 
is, therefore, called to connect memory 

with life through stories. Jesus resorted to 
parables to communicate the vital power 
of the Kingdom of God, leaving his au-

dience free to welcome these narratives 
and to apply them to themselves. The 
ability to generate change expresses how 
powerful a story is. An exemplary story 
possesses a transformative power. We ex-
perience this when we turn to the lives of 
the saints, told through stories. The Holy 
Father recently touched on this point in 
speaking to the Holy See’s Dicastery for 
Communication, when he urged that the 
“great riches” offered by the testimony of 
the lives of the martyrs be communicated.

Once again, at the centre of the Pon-
tiff’s message is the person with their re-
lationships and innate ability to commu-
nicate. The Pope asks everyone, without 
exception, to make this talent bear fruit: 
to make of communications an instrument 
with which to build bridges, to unite and 
to share the beauty of being brothers and 
sisters in a moment of history marked by 
discord and division. — Vatican News

Memory at heart is World
Communications Day message

Pope Francis greets the child of a Roma family during a meeting with diocesan leaders, both 
clergy and laity, May 9, 2019, at the Basilica of St. John Lateran, the cathedral of the Diocese of 
Rome. (CNS photo/Vatican Media via Reuters)

T H E  C A T H O L I C  W E E K L Y 

Evangelisation: For Deacons
We pray that deacons, faithful in their service                      

to the Word and the poor, may be an invigorating 
symbol for the entire Church.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

NEW YORK: In a stark warning on May 12, 
the Director General of the UN children’s 
agency, UNICEF, describes the coronavirus 
pandemic as “a health crisis that is fast be-
coming a crisis of children’s rights.”

She also highlights that "schools are 
closed, parents are out of work and families 
are under increasing pressure.”

This new US1.6 billion appeal comes 
on the heels of a US651.1 million request 
launched at the end of March.

Since then the socio-economic conse-
quences of the disease and the growing needs 
of families have increased dramatically.

The UN agency stresses that “access to es-
sential services such as medical care and rou-
tine vaccinations has already been compro-
mised for hundreds of millions of children”.

It adds that this could lead to a significant 
increase in child mortality.

There are also concerns over the mental 
health consequences stemming from the 
pandemic.

UNICEF says that “restrictions on free-
dom of movement, school closures and iso-
lation are likely to exacerbate the already 
high levels of stress, especially for vulner-
able children.”

Another concern, the children’s agency 
points out, is an increase in violence to-
wards and abuse and neglect of children 
living amid restricted freedom of move-
ment and socio-economic decline.

UNICEF emphasises that “girls and 
women are at greater risk of sexual and 
gender-based violence.”

The UN agency also notes that “in many 
cases, refugee children, migrants, inter-
nally displaced persons and those returning 
to their homes are facing reduced access to 
services and protection, and increased ex-
posure to xenophobia and discrimination.”

UNICEF says it is focusing its response 
to the pandemic on countries with previous 
humanitarian crises.

It is also working to prevent transmission 

of the virus and mitigating the collateral 
impact on children, women and vulnerable 
populations, “especially in terms of access 

to health care, nutrition, water, sanitation, 
education and protection.” — Vatican 
News

UNICEF says pandemic becoming crisis of children’s rights

VATICAN: During the General Audience, 
Pope Francis urges the faithful to pray to Our 
Lady, reminding us that 13 May is the feast of 
Our Lady of Fatima.

 “Today we celebrate the liturgical memori-
al of Our Lady of Fatima,” said Pope Francis 
in his greetings to Polish-speaking listeners at 
the weekly General Audience.“We turn our 
thoughts to the apparitions and its message 
transmitted throughout the world,” he added. 

Pope Francis recalled the attack on the life 
of Pope St John Paul II. He pointed out that 
his predecessor experienced “the maternal in-
tervention of the Holy Virgin” in sparing his 
life. 

The Pope also said that Monday, May 18, 

marks the 100th anniversary of JPII’s birth. 
The Pope said he will celebrate his morning 
Mass on the altar over the Saint’s tomb in St 
Peter’s Basilica. “Let us thank God for giving 
us this saintly Bishop of Rome,” he said, “and 
ask him to help us: that he might help this 
Church of Rome to convert and strive ahead.”

Pope Francis then went on to pray for peace 
in the world, the end of the coronavirus pan-
demic, and the spirit of penance and conver-
sion for the world through the intercession of 
Our Lady.

The Pope invited the Italian-speaking faith-
ful to have constant recourse to Our Lady’s 
help, so that everyone might persevere in the 
love of God and neighbour. He prayed espe-

cially for the young, the elderly, the sick and 
the newlyweds.

In his greetings to the Portuguese-speaking 
faithful, Pope Francis urged Catholics to try 
to live out this month of May with more in-
tense and faithful daily prayer. He reminds us 
that the praying of the Rosary is one of the 
desires repeatedly expressed by the Madonna 
at Fatima. “Under her protection, the pains 
and afflictions of life will be more bearable,” 
he said.

Addressing the German-speaking faithful, 
Pope Francis reminded us that the many ex-
amples of the love of God for us are a “strong 
invitation to love all the people we meet,” es-
pecially in this time of social distancing due 

to COVID-19. He prayed that the Holy Spirit 
might fill us with charity and joy.

Between May and October 1917, Our Lady 
appeared several times to three Portuguese 
children – Francisco and Jacinta Marto, and 
their cousin, Lucia dos Santos, in a cove near 
Fatima, in Portugal. In those apparitions, Our 
Lady asked the children to pray the Rosary 
for the world and for the conversion of sin-
ners.

Pope St John Paul II visited Fatima three 
times – in 1982, 1991 and 2000. During his 
2000 visit, he beatified Jacinta and Francisco. 
The liturgical memorial of Our Lady of Fa-
tima is celebrated on May 13 annually. 
— By Fr. Benedict Mayaki, SJ, Vatican News

Pope encourages devotion to Our Lady of Fatima

Children are attending classes on television, together with their teacher, in the village of Morovine, 
in the North of Côte d’Ivoire. (unicef-irc.org)


